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s  I  am  writing  this,  my  wife  and  I  are  in  the  final  stages  of  planning  a 
vacation  trip  to  Spain  and  Morocco  for  a  couple  of  weeks  this  summer. 
Unlike  previous  such  trips,  we  now  have  the  benefit  of  using  the 
World  Wide  Web  to  assist  in  our  arrangements. 

One  web  site  gives  access  to  "postcards"  from  travelers  offering  advice  from 
their  own  experiences  abroad.  As  we  read  through  some  of  these  postcards,  we 
were  struck  by  how  many  contained  warnings  about  those  who  prey  upon  trav- 
elers. There  were  numerous  stories  of  individual  encounters  with  con  artists, 
thieves  and  rogues. 

We  are  glad  for  the  education  and  feel  as  if  we  will  be  sawier  and  safer  travel- 
ers. Yet,  at  the  same  time,  something  very  important  has  been  lost.  It  will  be 
difficult  not  to  look  upon  every  person  we  meet  with  suspicion.  We  will  evalu- 
ate every  offer  of  assistance  or  friendliness  as  a  prelude  to  a  potential  scam. 
Even  though  we  understand  rationally  that  our  information  was  unrealistically 
weighted  toward  the  negative,  it  is  hard  to  ignore  the  impact  emotionally. 

I  fear  that  something  similar  is  happening  with  current  media  attention  related 
to  the  cost  of  college  tuition.  Perhaps  the  most  blatant  example  of  what  I  am 
talking  about  occurred  in  a  Time  magazine  cover  story  some  months  ago.  The 
headline  advertised  that  the  article  would  reveal  how  colleges  are  "gouging" 
students  and  their  parents. 

Like  other  articles  on  the  topic  of  college  costs,  this  one  used  extreme  examples 
to  draw  conclusions  that  it  projected  to  be  true  of  all  colleges  and  universities. 
While  it  could  be  shown  that  most  of  the  conclusions  do  not  apply  to  a  college 
like  L-R,  the  serious  damage  is  already  done. 

More  and  more,  students  and  their  parents  come  to  college  seeing  themselves  as 
consumers  who  have  been  preyed  upon  by  higher  education.  They  are  less  and 
less  likely  to  come  to  college  with  an  openness  and  desire  to  build  relation- 
ships. 

True  education  depends  upon  trust  and  upon  human  connections.  Given  the 
mission  of  L-R,  it  depends  also  upon  a  loving  community.  These  things  do  not 
occur  where  people  feel  they  must  be  on  their  guard  lest  someone  take  advan- 
tage of  them. 

The  high  cost  of  college  is  a  serious  and  complex  problem  that  demands  serious 
attention  and  complex  solutions.  Let  us  insist,  however,  that  the  problem  not 
be  cast  in  terms  of  bad  motivation  and  evil  intentions  on  the  part  of  colleges. 
The  high  quality  education  and  personal  attention  we  offer  without  state  sub- 
sidy is  expensive  but  in  no  way  a  rip  off.  The  community  we  build  is  a  gift 
beyond  price! 


Ryan  LaHurd 
President  oj  the  College 
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Endowed  professor 


Bill  Mauney  '65  (left),  professor  of  economics,  and  wife  Elaine  Cook  Mauney 
'65  pause  with  Whiting  73  and  Denise  Roseman  Shuford  '81  of  Hickory 
The  Shufords  honored  Mauney  recently  with  an  endowed  professorship  and 
scholarship  in  economics.  The  Mauney  fund  was  among  dozens  recognized  at 
the  Endowment  Brunch.  (Mauney  is  also  the  Moretz  Economics  Professor.) 


New  kiosk 


An  LED-equipped  kiosk  is  part 
of  a  new  signage  program  to 
help  visitors  navigate  around  campus. 
Complete  with  maps  and  bulletin 
boards,  the  kiosk  is  outside  RE.  Mon- 
roe Auditorium. 


141 
Giving 

The  college  recently  has 
received  the  following 
gifts: 

Lutheran  Brotherhood 

L-R  received  $5,085  from 
the  Member  Matching  Gift 
program.  The  latest  pay- 
ment matches  59  gifts 
from  Lutheran  Brother- 
hood members  made  dur- 
ing the  first  quarter  of 
1997.  The  LB  IMPACT 
program  matches  member 
gifts  of  $25  to  $100  per 
year  to  Lutheran  colleges 
and  seminaries  nationwide. 


Larry  Lowder 
Endowment  Fund 

More  than  $12,000  has 
been  raised  for  the  Larry 
Lowder  Endowment  Fund 
in  Sacred  Music  (see  page 
8).  The  fundraising  effort 
was  led  by  Dot  Armstrong 
'49,  outgoing  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation Board  president  and 
long-time  choir  member  of 
First  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  Lowder  is 
organist. 

Barringer 
Endowment  Fund 

Dr.  Phil  L.  and  Vivian  E 
Barringer  of  Monroe  have 
initiated  the  Hugh  P  and 
Edna  C.  Barringer  Endow- 


ment Fund  and  the  John 
Coyte  and  Ruth  H.  Bar- 
ringer Endowment  Fund  in 
memory  of  Dr.  Barringer  s 
brothers,  Hugh  and  John. 
Hugh  Barringer  '25  was  a 
Lutheran  minister.  The 
fund  will  support  purchase 
of  biology-related  books  for 
the  library. 

Fitz  Charitable  Trust 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  and  Fran 
Fitz  have  established  a 
charitable  trust  with  pro- 
ceeds to  be  added  to  the 
existing  Frances  W  Fitz 
Scholarship  Fund  in  busi- 
ness and  accounting.  The 
scholarship,  founded  by 
family  and  friends,  hon- 


ored Prof.  Fitz  at  her  retire- 
ment in  1988. 

Park  Scholarship 

The  Hubert  V  and  Mary 
Alice  Herman  Park  Scholar- 
ship Endowment  Fund  will 
be  awarded  to  at  least  one 
full-time  student  each  year. 
The  fund,  established  by  Dr. 
Hubert  Park  31  and  Mary 
Alice  Park  32  of  Raleigh 
who  died  July  5,  will  help 
students  majoring  in  sacred 
music  or  mathematics. 

For  more  information  about 
these  or  other  endowed  funds 
at  L-R,  contact  Teri  Lemons, 
director  of  development,  at 
704-328-7360. 
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Our  newest  alumni 

The  Class  of  '97  in  profile: 

•  313  degrees  awarded;  29  M.A.s, 
79  B.S.'s;  203  A.B.'s  and  4  B.M.'s 

•  Top  majors:  15%  each  educa- 
tion and  nursing,  9%  business,  8% 
psychology,  5%  biology 

•76%  from  North  Carolina;  10% 
Florida;  3%  each  Virginia,  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia 

•First  Honors:  Kris  tan  Mull  of 
Hickory  and  David  Woods  of  Lenoir, 
with  perfect  4.0  GPAs.  Second  hon- 
ors: Jesse  Blevins  of  Moravian  Falls 
and  Jeannette  Home  of  South  Hero, 
Vt.  with  3.99 


Leadership 
boards  announce 
changes 

The  L-R  leadership  Boards  announc- 
ed changes  effective  June  1 . 

Trustees 

Joining  the  Board  are  Mickey  Dry  '61  of 
Winston  Salem;  Dr.  Norman  Fintel  of 
Salem,  Va.;  Vernon  Hedrick  '56  of  Char- 
lotte; and  Dr.  Edgar  Trexler  '59  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Hellie,  both  of  Chicago. 

Dry,  executive  vice  president  and  cheif 
credit  officer  of  Wachovia  Corp.  in  Win- 
ston-Salem, was  formerly  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors.  He  has  also  served  on  the 
Piedmont  Educational  Foundation  Board. 

Fintel,  a  consultant,  is  president  emeri- 
tus of  Roanoke  College,  where  he  served 
from  1975  to  1989. 

Hedrick  is  a  realtor  with  Coldwell 
Banker  Flouhouse  in  Charlotte.  He  is  vice 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
serves  on  the  Piedmont  Educational  Foun- 
dation. He  has  been  a  class  agent  for  the 
Annual  Fund. 

Hellie,  vice  president  of  Associated 
Colleges  of  the  Midwest,  is  a  former  pro- 
fessor of  theater  and  English. 

Trexler  is  editor  of  The  Lutheran  maga- 
zine and  is  an  ordained  Lutheran  pastor.  He 
received  an  honorary  doctorate  degree  from 
L-R  in  1978  and  was  the  1991  Distinguished 
Alumnus  and  commencement  speaker. 
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Dr.  Nedjarrett  with  Dr.  Wayne  King, 
professor  of  business,  and  Michael 
ReeV97ofVale. 

Alumni 

Incoming  president  is  the  Rev.  Robert 
Troutman  '54  of  Arden,  N.C.,  recently 
retired  from  Lutheran  Family  Services. 
Elected  officers  include  Marcus  Midgett 
'62  of  Maiden  as  president-elect  and 
Thomas  Cloninger  75  of  Gastonia  and 
Vernon  Hedrick  '56  as  vice  presidents. 

Midgett  is  a  data  processing  manager  for 
Carolina  Mills,  a  past  board  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  and  Piedmont  Educa- 
tional Foundation,  was  named  to  the  L-R 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  for  his  football  career. 


Cloninger,  general  manager  of  Mary 
Jo's  Cloth  Store,  has  served  on  the  Alumni 
Board  and  Piedmont  Educational  Founda- 
tion Board. 

Also  elected  to  the  Board  were  Jeff 
Norris,  Jr.  '78  of  Lenoir,  Andrea  Triplette 
Benfield  '62  of  Newton,  Karen  Blume 
Feezor  '84  of  Charlotte,  Jo  Anne  Hall 
Ritchie  '54  of  Chapin,  S.C.;  and  Tim 
Allen  '91  and  Whiting  Shuford  73,  both 
of  Hickory. 

Visitors 

New  to  the  Board  of  Visitors  are  from 
Hickory,  Dr.  George  Ennis  '54,  Dennis 
Phillips,  Allan  LaTorre  '59,  Margaret  Pow- 
ell '68,  Helgi  Shuford  '61  and  David  Tay- 
lor '58  as  well  as  Danny  Hearn  73  of 
Statesville. 

Ennis  is  a  long-time  internist  in  Hicko- 
ry. Phillips  is  president  of  Frye  Regional 
Medical  Center  and  is  a  past  member  of 
the  L-R  Business  Council  Board.  LaTorre, 
a  consultant,  is  retired  from  MDI  and  is  a 
past  president  of  Piedmont  Educational 
Foundation.  Powell  is  office  manager  for 
her  husband,  Dr.  Dean  Powell,  a  dentist. 
Shuford  is  a  community  volunteer,  active 
in  a  variety  of  arts  and  service  organiza- 
tions. Taylor  is  executive  vice  president  of 
Shurtape  Technologies,  while  Hearn  is 
president  of  the  Greater  Statesville  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce. 


Kura It  one  of  'ours# 

All  were  saddened  by  the  death  of  CBS  correspondent 
Charles  Kuralt  on  July  4. 

Kuralt,  62,  was  perhaps  the  best- 
known  person  to  ever  receive  a 
Lenoir-Rhyne  honorary  degree.  He 
received  an  honorary  doctorate  of 
laws  during  a  convocation  in 
1986.  The  citation  read,  "You 
once  wrote  that  you  felt  'unpre- 
pared for  all  the  big  dreamers' 
of  our  nation.  On  the  small 
campus  of  Lenoir-Rhyne,  our 
students  are  preparing  'big 
dreams,'  striving  to  make  them  a  real 
ity.  Your  professional  commitment. .  .and 
your  stories  On  the  Road,  add  color  to  our 
dreams  as  you  continue  to  be  a  part  of 
our  lives  here  at  Lenoir-Rhyne." 

Kuralt,  who  was  buried  at  Chapel 
Hill,  leaves  a  wife  and  two  daughters. 
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Gwin  selected 
as  dean 

Anita  Johnson  Gwin  has  been 
selected  vice  president  and  dean 
of  student  life  after  serving  as  interim 
dean  since  last  summer. 

According  to 
L-R  President  Ryan 
LaHurd,  "The 
Search  Committee 
indicated  unani- 
mously that  based 
on  her  performance 
during  this  past 
year,  she  would  be 
an  ideal  candidate 
for  the  permanent  position.  We  feel 
that  we  have  ultimately  produced  the 
best  person  to  fill  the  position  and  that 
this  will  have  a  very  positive  result  for 
Lenoir-Rhyne." 

Gwin  will  supervise  a  variety  of 
campus  operations  including  resi- 
dence halls,  student  counseling  ser- 
vices, leadership  development,  the 
Career  Center  and  office  of  confer- 
ences and  events. 

Gwin  came  to  campus  from  Augs- 
burg College  in  Minneapolis,  where 
she  had  worked  as  assistant  to  the 
dean  for  academic  advising.  She  has 
some  17  years  of  experience  in  high- 
er education  student  services.  She 
earned  both  B.A.  and  M.A.  degrees 
from  the  University  of  South  Dakota 
and  is  a  Ph.D.  candidate  in  higher 
educational  policy  at  the  University 
of  Minnesota. 

She  and  husband,  Leo,  have  relo- 
cated to  Hickory. 

New  SID  selected 

Michael  MacEachern  has  been 
named  L-Rs  "permanent1'  sports 
information  director,  having  served  in 
the  post  since  January. 

MacEachern  operates  the  sports 
information  office  and  keeps  statistics 
for  the  13-sport  athletics  department. 
He  also  writes  for  Bear  Facts,  a  news- 
letter of  the  Piedmont  Educational 
Foundation. 

The  Charleston,  S.C.  native  previ- 
ously worked  as  SID  for  the  Universi- 
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Honors  Day  spotlights 
individual  achievement 

Prof.  Ray  Strunk,  Dr.  Robert  Winter,  Dr.  Lowell  Ashman  and  Rosalie 
Richards  were  honored  during  Honors  Day  April  30. 

Strunk,  Centennial  Professor  of  Business,  was  honored  as  the  Roediger 
Distinguished  Service  Professor.  He  retired  May  1 1  as  professor  emeritus 
after  41  years  on  the  faculty.  Strunk  was  also  lauded  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  with  an  Order  of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine  Award. 

Winter,  associate  professor  of  art,  was  named  Bost  Distinguished  Professor 
for  1997.  He  has  been  at  L-R  since  1982.  The  honor  recognizes  his  excellence  in 
the  classroom  and  working  with  students.  He  holds  an  honorary  degree  from 
the  European  University  of  Paris  and  is  active  in  the  local  arts  community. 

Ashman  was  honored  with  a  yearbook  dedication  as  read  by  Editor  David 
Thomas,  a  senior  from  Salisbury.  Ashman,  professor  of  political  science  and 
department  chair,  has  been  on  the  faculty  since  1975.  He  also  served  as  the 
L-R  professor  to  Harlaxton  College  in  England  last  year. 

Named  Employee  of  the  Year  was  Rosalie  Richards,  secretary  in  Alumni  & 
Parent  Relations.  The  award  recognizes  non-academic  employees  who  show 
flexibility  a  positive  attitude  and  contribute  to  the  college  mission. 

Richards  was  honored  for  her  voluntary  efforts  in  taking  American  Sign 
Language.  She  is  also  adviser  to  the  L-R  Newman  Club. 


ty  of  South  Carolina-Spartanburg  and 
is  an  alumnus  of  the  College  of 
Charleston. 

Thanks,  readers! 

Response  to  this  springs  Profile 
reader  survey  was  overwhelmingly 
positive  and  we  appreciate  those  of 
you  who  took  the  time  to  respond.  I 
personally  read  every  card  and  thank 
you  for  the  suggestions,  particularly 
the  many  readers  who  asked  for  more 
alumni  news  and  items  about  Golden 
Bears. 

As  always,  I  welcome  comments 
about  Profile.  Please  write  to  P.O.  Box 
7483,  Hickory,  N.C.  28603  or  FAX  at 
704-328-7368.  The  e-mail  address  is 
wilsont@lrc.edu. 

Tammy  Wilson 
Editor 


Granddaughters  of  L-R  Founder  J. C. 
Moser  attended  Endowment  Brunch 
April  27.  From  left:  Alice  Lemon  of 
Newton,  Mary  Moser  '29  of  Lexington 
and  Helen  Moser  of  Gastonia.  The 
sisters  represent  theJ.C.  Moser  Schol- 
arship Fund. 
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Achievements  and  Honors 

Dr.  Eileen  Parsons,  assistant  professor  of  educa- 
tion, has  been  selected  as  a  Teacher  Research 
Update  Experience  (TRUE)  fellow.  The  program 
is  funded  by  the  National  Science  Foundation 
and  the  University  of  Florida. 

Dr.  John  Blakey,  professor  of  modern  and  classi- 
cal languages,  was  initiated  into  Phi  Alpha  Theta, 
the  international  history  society. 

Dr.  Robert  Winter,  associate  professor  of  art,  has 
been  nominated  to  appear  in  the  next  edition  of 
Wlw's  Wlw  Among  American  Teachers. 

Susan  Stallings-Sahler  has  been 
named  to  the  Roster  of  Accredi- 
tation Evaluators  of  the  Accredi- 
tation Council  on  Occupational 
Therapy  Education. 

Community 
Involvement 

Dr.  Lowell  Ashman  gave  a  talk 
Stallings-Sahler    on  Middle  East  politics  at  the 

semi-monthly  meeting  of  the 
Catawba  Valley  Retired  Officers. 

Dr.  Marion  Love,  director  of  international  student 
services,  spoke  with  teams  at  Grandview  Middle 
School  about  her  work  with  international  students. 

Dr.  Bill  Richter,  assistant  professor  of  communi- 
cation, served  as  a  judge  for  the  38th  Charlotte 
Observer  All-Star  Scholars  Awards. 

Dr.  John  Bisbee,  professor  of 
biology,  and  his  wife,  Carol,  are 
taking  a  year  of  unpaid  leave  to 
perform  community  service 
work  in  St.  Paul.  The  couple 
will  work  through  the  Catholic 
Charities  Volunteer  Corps. 

Judy  Hilton,  assistant  professor 
of  nursing,  made  a  presentation 
"Smoking  During  Pregnancy" 
as  part  of  the  "Breathe  Easy" 
wellness  program  at  Hickory  Chair. 

Dr.  Robert  Winter  served  as  judge  for  the  annual 
Paul  Whitener  Student  Art  Exhibit  at  the  Hickory 
Museum  of  Art.  He  also  presented  a  workshop  on 
art  and  poetry  for  4th  and  5th  graders  at  Jenkins 
Elementary  School  along  with  Dr.  Terry  Gifford. 

Presentations 

Susan  Stallings-Sahler  presented  a  one-day 
workshop  for  area  L-AHEC  in  Rocky  Mount  on 
"Assessment  and  Intervention  Strategies  for  Reg- 
ulatory Disorders  in  Infants  and  Young  Chil- 
dren." The  workshop  was  attended  by  therapists, 
nurses,  physicians  and  early  interventionists. 

Trula  Baker,  interpreter  and  tutor  in  hearing- 
impaired  services,  gave  a  presentation  to  the 
Catawba  Valley  Inter-Agency  Council  on  deaf 
and  hard-of-hearing  consumers. 

Dr.  Rand  Brandes  presented  a  paper  on  Irish  poets 
Seamus  Heaney  and  Medbh  McGuckian  at  the 
national  convention  of  The  American  Conference 
for  Irish  Studies  held  in  Albany,  NY. 

Brandes  also  led  sessions  on  contemporary 
Irish  poetry  at  The  Program  in  the  Humanities  at 
UNC-Chapel  Hill. 

Florence  Jowers,  assistant  professor  of  music  and 
college  organist,  conducted  the  first  concert  of  the 
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Lenoir-Rhyne  Youth  Chorus  (LRYC)  at  First  Bap- 
tist Church,  Hickory.  The  chorus  was  accompa- 
nied by  Robert  Smith,  adjunct  music  instructor. 

Dr.  Bennett  Judhins,  associate 
professor  of  sociology,  will 
serve  as  the  Harlaxton  Professor 
next  fall  in  Grantham,  England. 
Judkins  will  serve  as  a  faculty 
member  at  Harlaxton  College, 
an  extension  campus  of  the 
University  of  Evansville.  L-R 
has  participated  in  the  program 
Judkins  since  1988. 

Dr.  Philip  Blosser,  professor, 
Dr.  Carol  LaHurd,  adjunct  professor;  Dr.  Michael 
McDaniel,  professor  emeritus;  and  Larry  Yoder, 
professor,  all  of  the  religion  and  philosophy  depart- 
ment, led  discussions  at  the  17th  annual  Hickory 
Humanities  Forum  held  in  Little  Switzerland. 

Dr.  Gail  Summer,  assistant  professor  of  education, 
presented  papers  at  the  following  state,  regional 
and  national  conferences:  at  the  N.C.  Association 
for  the  Education  of  Young  Children  Conference; 
at  the  National  Association  for  the  Education  of 
Young  Children  Conference  in  Dallas;  and  at  the 
Southern  Early  Childhood  Association  Conference 
in  Myrtle  Beach. 

Dr.  Rebecca  Watson,  assistant 
professor  of  education,  present- 
ed "Changing  and  Creating  the 
Public  Stories  About  English 
Language  Arts  Instruction"  at 
the  National  Council  of  Teach- 
ers of  English  meeting  in  Char- 
lotte. 

The  summer  edition  of  The 
North  Carolina  Journal  of 
Teacher  Education  will  include 
Learning  Logs:  Focused  Reflec- 
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Watson's  paper. 

tion  on  Theory  and  Practice." 

Janie  Parks  Peak  '73,  part-time  instructor  of 
education,  gave  a  presentation  "Education  Tech- 
nology— Who's  Accountable?"  at  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  Education  Association  of  Virginia 
held  in  Alexandria,  Va. 

Publications 

Dr.  Rand  Brandes  published  two  books:  Seamus 
Heaney:  A  Reference  Guide  and  Balefires,  a  collec- 
tion of  original  poems. 

He  was  also  quoted  in  the  Atlanta  Journal  Con- 
stitution as  an  expert  on  British  Poet  Laureate  Ted 
Hughes. 

Richard  G.  Hull,  associate  professor  of  comput- 
ing sciences,  has  had  a  second  edition  of  PC 
SCHEME  Mini  Manual  published  by  McGraw- 
Hill.  The  publication  was  written  to  accompany 
Appleby  &  VandeKopple's  "Programming  Lan- 
guages: Paradigm  and  Practice"  and  can  also  be 
used  as  a  stand-alone  text. 

Dr.  Vicki  Schell,  associate  professor  of  mathe- 
matics and  math  department  chair,  co-authored 
Geometry:  Explorations  and  Applications,  a  new 
high  school  geometry  textbook  published  by 
McDougal  Littell. 

Dr.  Lawrence  B.  "Berk"  Smith  has  published  an 
article  "Lord  John  Hay  and  the  Battle  of  Blenheim" 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  for  Army  Historical 
Research.  The  article  includes  a  manuscript  letter 
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that  Smith  discovered  in  1992  at  the  National 
Library  of  Scotland  in  Edinburgh. 

Susan  Stallings-Sahler  has  co-authored  a  chapter 
in  a  new  book  on  assessment  in  occupational 
therapy  to  be  published  by  Delmar  Publishers. 
The  chapter,  "Assessment  of  Sensory-Motor  Com- 
ponents" was  co-edited  by  former  OT  faculty 
member  Mary  Shotwell. 

Dr.  Richard  Von  Dohlen,  professor  of  philosophy 
and  assistant  dean  for  academic  affairs,  has  pub- 
lished a  textbook  on  ethics  and  the  contempo- 
rary culture  wars,  Culture  War  and  Ethical  Theory, 
published  by  University  Press  of  America. 

Dr.  David  Ludwig,  professor  of  psychology 
and  sociology,  has  published  Noontime  Nibbles: 
Another  Bite,  a  study  on  how  to  stay  connected 
to  your  heart. 

Research 

Dr.  Eileen  Parsons  received 
funding  from  The  Institute  for 
College  and  University  Teaching 
at  Western  Carolina  University 
in  Cullowhee  for  a  research  pro- 
ject aimed  at  identifying  the 
most  effective  teaching  methods. 

Dr.  Lawrence  B.  "Berk"  Smith 

has  been  awarded  a  grant  from 
the  Division  for  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Schools  of  the  ELCA  to 
research  in  Britain  this  summer  to  complete  an 
edition  of  an  18th  century  officer's  diary  in  manu- 
script form  which  he  discovered  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland  in  1992. 

Travel 

Dr.  Rand  Brandes  is  lecturing  on  Yeats  and  con- 
temporary Irish  poetry  at  the  Yeats  International 
Summer  School  in  Sligo,  Ireland  this  summer. 
Brandes  will  teach  two  seminars  and  present  one 
major  address. 

Dr.  Robert  Eckard  and  Dr.  Arturo  Ortiz,  professors 
of  Spanish,  traveled  to  Ecuador  to  direct  the  nine- 
week  Spanish  Summer  Session,  a  program  designed 
to  immerse  students  in  Latin  American  culture. 

Dr.  Vicki  Schell  was  part  of  a  volunteer  team 
with  the  American  Expedition  to  Petra,  an 
archaeological  project  centered  around  the  capital 
of  the  Nabataean  Arabs. 

New  Faculty 

Chris  Ruffo,  women's  basketball  coach 

David  Bailey,  assistant  professor  of  mathematics 

Stephen  Bird,  assistant  professor  of 

communication 
John  Brzorad,  part-time  instructor  in  biology 
Robert  Charles-Liscombe,  instructor  of 

healthful  living 
Karen  Dill,  assistant  professor  of  psychology 
Jody  Dill,  part-time  assistant  professor  of 

psychology 
Jerald  Gobei,  associate  professor  of  business 
Jeannine  Hollar,  assistant  professor  of 

mathematics 
Brenda  Kennell,  assistant  professor  of 

occupational  therapy 
Katherine  Pasour,  assistant  professor  of 

healthful  living 
Sharon  Roseman,  part-time  instructor  in  biology 
Amy  Wood,  assistant  professor  of  education 

7 


Music  prof  praised  by  former  students  at  crescendo  recital 

A  Lowjkr  N0te 


By  Tammy  Wilson 

Twenty-eight  years  of  arrang- 
ing student  recitals  and 
teaching  organ  lessons  have 
ended  for  Larry  Lowder  as 
he  retired  in  May  as  associ- 
ate professor  of  music. 
And  what  a  send-off  he 
received!  Former  students 
returned  for  a  recital  in  his  honor. 
Members  of  his  church  gave  some 
$12,000  to  establish  an  endowment  in 
his  name  to  support  L-R's  new  Sacred 
Music  Program. 

Lowder  was  overwhelmed. 
"That  day  (April  26)  was  a  high 
point  of  my  life,"  says  Lowder,  "right 
up  there  with  the  birth  of  my  two 
daughters." 

Truly,  Lowder  has  left  his  mark  at 
Lenoir- Rhyne  and  beyond. 

"The  retirement  of  Larry  Lowder 
signals  the  end  of  a  distinguished 
career  of  college  teaching  and  per- 
forming," says  Ray  McNeely,  professor 
of  music  and  department  chair.  "His 
tenure  has  been  marked  by  the  high- 
est degree  of  competence,  dedication 
to  students,  the  college,  church  and 
community.  He  personifies  the  ideal 
faculty  mentor  who  gave  his  best." 

Just  as  students  have  been  inspired 
by  him,  Lowder  explains  that  he  him- 
self was  inspired  by  a  professor  at 
Pfeiffer  College — Winifred  Bateman, 
for  whom  his  daughter,  Wendy,  was 
named. 

Lowder,  a  native  of  Albemarle, 
grew  up  in  a  musical  family  active  in 
the  Methodist  Church.  Both  he  and 
his  two  brothers  studied  piano,  their 
father  sang  and  their  mother  played 
piano  by  the  method  of  "shape" 

Some  alumni  performing  a  Lowder  trib- 
ute recital  were  (from  left)  Karen  Staples 
'71,  Robert  Smith  '79,  Jeanne  Lindemann 
'79,  Frances  Whitener  '74,  Debbie 
McCauley  '77  and  Laveha  Stevens  '75. 
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notes.  In  high  school,  Lowder  became 
fascinated  with  the  organ  and  its  vari- 
ety of  sounds.  When  he  enrolled  at 
Pfeiffer,  a  Methodist  junior  college  at 
that  time,  he  wasn't  sure  what  to 
major  in. 

Bateman  changed  all  that.  It  was 
she  who  urged  Lowder  to  continue 
studying  organ  and  music  theory. 
Theirs  was  a  friendship  that  lasted 
until  her  death  last  year  at  97.  At  her 
suggestion,  he  went  to  Westminster 
Choir  College  in  Princeton,  N.J., 
where  he  earned  both  the  B.M.  and 
M.M.  degrees  in  church  music. 

After  college,  Lowder  served  as 
organist  and  choirmaster  in  the  7th 
Army  Headquarters  in  Stuttgart,  West 
Germany  He  served  both  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  services.  It 
was  a  comfort  zone  that  was  to  fore- 
shadow the  other  half  of  Lowder's 
career:  church  organist  for  38  years. 

"That  job  I'll  continue,"  he  insists. 
Lowder,  a  virtual  institution  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  played 
the  same  organ  in  the  same  sanctuary 
through  the  tenure  of  10  senior  min- 
isters. Counting  regular  services,  holi- 
days, funerals  and  weddings,  he  has 
performed  for  well  over  3,500  ser- 


vices. That's  not  counting  weekly 
choir  practice,  Sunday  School  or  his 
own  hours  of  practice. 

Dot  Armstrong  '49,  a  long-time 
choir  member  at  First  Church  in  Hick- 
ory, was  instrumental  in  raising  money 
for  the  endowment  in  his  name. 

"It  was  the  easiest  thing  I've  ever 
done.  All  you  have  to  do  is  mention 
Larry's  name  and  people  respond. 
Larry  Lowder  has  never  tolerated 
mediocrity  from  his  students  or  the 
choir,  for  that  matter." 

It  was  a  minister  at  First  Church, 
the  Rev.  Cecil  Heckard,  who  encour- 
aged Lowder  to  take  the  job  at  L-R. 

"(Lenoir- Rhyne)  was  one  of  the 
best  things  that  ever  happened  to 
me,"  Lowder  says. 

Students  remember  the  music 
professor  fondly  as  one  who  went 
the  extra  mile,  even  so  far  as  to  give 
materials  from  his  own  library  and 
open  his  home  after  student  recitals. 

L-R  alumna  Jeanne  Lindemann 
'79,  a  church  musician  and  teacher  in 
Newport  News,  Va.,  says,  "What  was 
remarkable  to  me  was  how  he  kept 
the  relationship  going  with  students 
after  they  graduated — the  letters,  invi- 
tations to  come  back  and  do  recitals. 
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"He  tried  to  get 


students  to  rise  to 


the  highest  level 
they  could" 


Once  when  I  took  a  new  teaching  job, 
he  sent  materials  from  his  own  library 
because  he  thought  they  would  be 
helpful." 

Lindemann's  classmate,  Robert 
Smith  of  Hickory,  earned  a  master's 
in  music  at  Yale  University.  He  now 
serves  as  church  musician  and  ad- 
junct professor  at  L-R. 

"Mr.  Lowder  was  always  very 
supportive  and  encouraging  and 
knowledgeable,"  Smith  recalls.  "He 
tried  to  get  students  to  rise  to  the 
highest  level  they  could,  but  at  the 
same  time  exercise  good  taste  and  a 
sense  of  appropriateness  in  what 
they  did  musically." 

While  Lowder  defers  his  accom- 
plishments to  the  students  he  has 
trained  over  the  years,  those  in  the 
Music  Department  know  it  was  Low- 
der who  researched,  proposed  and 
pushed  for  a  new  organ  at  the  college. 
Fifteen  years  of  dedication  to  the  pro- 
ject finally  paid  off.  Lowder  recalls  the 
installation  in  1994  by  organ  builder 
Gabriel  Kney  of  Canada. 

"He  is  such  a  craftsman,"  Lowder 
says  about  the  builder  of  the  instru- 

Profile 


ment  designed  specifically  for  the 
choral  room  in  Mauney  Music  Build- 
ing. The  organ,  made  possible  through 
a  gift  by  Thomas  Reese  of  Hickory, 
is  used  many  hours  each  day  for  pri- 
vate lessons,  practice,  accompanying 
chapel  and  soloists,  choir  and  brass 
ensemble. 

While  the  organ  was  one  of  his 
successes,  Lowder  has  experienced 
frustrations,  too.  Trying  to  squeeze 
in  enough  practice  time,  trying  to 
recruit  a  limited  number  of  students 
these  days. 

"I  think  we've  turned  the  corner 
there,  though,"  says  Lowder.  "Research 
is  clearly  showing  that  there  is  a  deep 
need  for  music  and  all  of  the  arts  in 
our  culture.  All  of  us  need  a  creative 
means  of  expression." 

Society  would  be  healthier  if  we 
were  more  arts  oriented,  he  believes. 
And  L-R  is  one  of  the  few  colleges  to 
expand  its  sacred  music  offerings — 
which  is  a  tribute  in  itself  to  a  profes- 
sor who  has  given  his  life  to  sacred 
music,  both  as  a  teacher  and  as  a 
church  musician. 

Lowder,  who  always  takes  the  quiet 


Larry  Lowder  with  college  organ 
installed  in  1994. 

road,  says  simply  that  his  career  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  has  been  outstanding, 
seeing  students  "blossom  and  grow 
musically  and  personally.  What  more 
could  you  want  than  that?"  he  says. 

He  has  also  been  touched  over  the 
years  by  the  willingness  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  to  take  students,  some  with  lit- 
tle financial  means  or  learning  disabil- 
ities, and  see  them  excel  and  go  on  to 
careers  in  music.  "That's  made  it  all 
worthwhile,"  he  says. 

Lowder  and  his  wife,  Peggy,  a  re- 
tired teacher,  reside  in  Hickory  and 
will  continue  their  involvement  at 
First  Church. 

Lowder  is  past  president  of  Hickory 
Community  Concert  Association  and 
will  continue  to  enjoy  life  in  a  com- 
munity that  is  very  rich  in  cultural 
activities.  The  Lowders  plan  to  spend 
time  with  grandchildren  since  both 
daughters,  Wendy  Weeks  and  Ginger 
Geltman,  had  babies  this  summer, 
bringing  the  total  Lowder  grandchil- 
dren to  three.  □ 
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From  Aristotle  to  Shakespeare,  Humanities  Forum 
at  Wildacres  still  offers  breath  of  fresh  air  for 


By  Maria  Armstrong 

"...For  years  I  had  been  buried  beneath 

the  rubbish  of  civilization....!  lifted  my 
head  and  breathed  deeply. ..My  soul 
began  to  once  more  breathe. " 

These  words,  spoken  by 
Thomas  Dixon,  the  origi- 
nal owner  of  Wildacres, 
may  reflect  the  feelings 
experienced  by  partici- 
pants of  the  Hickory 
Humanities  Forum  at 
Wildacres  Retreat  near 
Little  Switzerland,  usually  held  the 
weekend  after  Mothers  Day. 

Begun  as  an  effort  to  provide  a  bal- 
ance to  formal  educations  emphasis 
on  practical,  marketable  job  skills,  the 
Forum's  basic  intent  still  holds  true  in 
todays  world. 

Given  the  fact  that  adults  should 
not  be  taught  like  children,  the  retreat 
offers  the  chance  to  learn  what's  not 
readily  available  in  schools.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  Forum  are  not  classes  in 
the  conventional  sense.  Nobody  tells 
participants  what  to  think  or  believe. 
They  are  encouraged  to  use  their  own 
minds  and  express  their  own  views, 
and  everyone  participates  equally. 

True  schooling  is  not  for  the 
young.  It  is  only  the  adult  who  can 
really  be  educated,  according  to  the 
late  Milton  Mayer,  a  leader  of  several 
early  Forums. 

"The  youngster  can  read  and 
appreciate  Faust  or  Lear  or  Dante.  But 
he  cannot  read  them  in  their  profun- 
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dity  simply  because  he  has  yet  to 
know  what  life  really  is." 

"Our  aim  is  to  get  people  to  look  at 
problems  from  other  viewpoints  and 
to  see  if  they  can  find  some  merit  in 
them,"  said  the  late  Sydney  Harris, 
syndicated  columnist  and  Great  Books 
advocate  who  helped  plan  and  direct 
the  first  Forums. 

Over  the  years,  works  such  as  The 
Prince  by  Machiavelli,  Plato's  Republic, 
The  Constitution  of  both  the  U.S.  and 
the  Soviet  Union,  and  St.  Thomas 
Aquinas'  Summa  Theologica  have 
been  used  as  texts  for  discussion. 

This  year's  topic,  "Knowledge  and 
Learning,"  was  led  in  part  by  Drs. 
Philip  Blosser,  Carol  LaHurd,  Michael 
McDaniel  and  Larry  Yoder,  and  Mari- 
anne Yoder,  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  College's 
religion  and  philosophy  department. 

George  Anastaplo  of  Chicago, 
author  of  The  Artist  as  Thinker,  The 
American  Moralist:  Essays  on  Politics 
and  Law,  and  Human  Being  and  Citi- 
zen: Essays  on  Virtue,  Freedom  and  the 
Common  Good  served  as  one  of  the 


of  the 


group  leaders.  Another  leader,  also 
from  Chicago,  was  John  Van  Doren, 
editor  for  The  Great  Ideas  Today,  Ency- 
clopedia Britannica.  Don  Just,  pastor 
of  Messiah  Lutheran  Church  in  Austin, 
Tex.  and  former  Chaplain  and  Great 
Books  teacher  at  L-R  helped  mediate 
the  program  as  well. 

Alisdair  Maclntyre's  Three  Rival 
Versions  of  Moral  Enquiiy  was  the 
basis  for  discussions  on  the  integra- 
tion and  reconception  of  knowledge. 
Habit  was  the  topic  of  the  segment 
dedicated  to  William  James'  The  Prin- 
ciples of  Psychology.  Book  One  of 
Marcus  Aurelius'  The  Meditations  of 
Marcus  Aurelius  Antonius  described 
important  features  of  his  learning 
process.  And  Augustine's  avoidance 
of  learning  detailed  in  his  Confessions 
provided  fodder  for  discussion. 

Since  the  reading  list  is  supplied 
prior  to  the  event,  participants  have 
time  to  digest  the  material  and  form 
their  opinions.  The  texts  may  seem 
"high-brow,"  but  the  attitude  of  the 
free-flowing  discussions  makes  it  an 
enjoyable  experience  for  anyone,  re- 
gardless of  how  well-read  a  person  is. 

"The  discussions  make  things 
so  clear,"  said  Becky  Ratchford,  who 
has  attended  the  Forum  for  the  past 
several  years.  "I  may  not  have  under- 
stood a  particular  section  when  1  was 
reading  at  home,  but  listening  to  the 
conclusions  this  morning,  I  said  to 
myself,  'Oh,  now  I  get  it!'  " 

Bursts  of  laughter  and  applause  can 
be  heard  echoing  through  the  lodge 

as  a  point  is  well  received.  Partici- 
pants continue  the  discussion  after 
the  seminars  while  rocking  on  the 
verandahs  or  strolling  around  the 
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resort.  And  there  are  rumors 
of  frenzied  Trivial  Pursuit 
games  that  last  until  the 
wee  hours  of  the  morning. 

Von  Doren,  McDaniel, 
Yoder  and  Anastaplo  have 
been  guiding  the  discus- 
sions each  year,  along- 
side a  variety  of  leaders 
including  Eva  Brann  of 
St.  Johns  College  (Md.), 
and  Drs.  Robert  Spuller 
and  Suzanne  Jeffers  of  L- 
R,  and  Drs.  Albert  Anderson  and  Ed 
Lewis,  formerly  of  L-R.  Although  there 
were  quite  a  few  new  faces  this  year, 
many  students  have  attended  Forums 
of  previous  years.  Wade  Shuford  of 
Hickory,  for  example,  has  attended  14 
out  of  17  Humanities  Forums.  But  that 
doesn't  beat  Mary  Katheryn  Yoders 
record — she  has  attended  every  one! 

"The  sense  of  camaraderie  you  feel 
here  is  wonderful,"  comments  Martha 


Cornwell  of  Madison,  Va.  "The  meet 
ing  of  people  from  different  back- 
grounds and  different  faiths  is  an 
experience  I  would  recommend  for 
everyone."  Cornwell,  with  her  hus- 
band John,  attend  several  Wildacres 
retreats  throughout  the  year.  Their 
yearly  journeys  to  the  mountaintop 
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L-R  President  Ryan  LaHurd  bones  up  on 
readings  for  the  next  plenary  session. 

began  with  a  Jewish  function,  then 
senior  activities,  and  now  include  the 
Humanities  Forum  as  well. 

Friday  evenings  music  was  provid- 
ed by  Daniel  Hanneman  on  piano, 
Selina  Carter  on  cello  and  John  Pruett 
on  violin.  Saturday  nights  entertain- 
ment was  performed  by  Daniel  Kiser 
on  trumpet  and  Joanne  Inkman  on 
piano,  both  of  whom  teach  in  the 
Music  Department. 

With  an  average  attendance  of  75, 
the  Hickory  Humanities  Forum  was 
begun  in  1981  under  the  planning 
and  direction  of  the  late  columnist 
Sydney  Harris  and  Larry  Yoder.  The 
3 'A-day- weekend  retreat  is  an  offering 
of  the  Lineberger  Center  for  Cultural 
and  Educational  Renewal  at  L-R.         □ 

At  Wildacres:  Relaxing  the  body,  refresh- 
ing the  mind. 
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By  Tammy  Wilson 


the 

IJREEK 


If  you  re  looking 

for  a  party  on  a  Friday  night,  look  no 
further  than  an  L-R  fraternity  house. 
Fraternities  and  their  female  counter- 
parts in  sororities  are  the  social  hubs 
of  campus. 

No  news  there;  Greeks  have  been 
synonymous  with  "social  life"  for 
generations. 

The  difference  now  is  that  Greeks 
are  more  than  partyers — they're  the 
campus  leaders  and  philanthropists, 
too.  With  a  membership  approaching 
half  of  the  day  student  population 
and  a  history  that  goes  back  nearly  50 
years,  L-R  Greeks  stand  for  more  than 
just  having  a  good  time. 


LIFE 

More  than 
partying 
hearty 


No  one  knows 
that  any  better  than 
Anita  Johnson 
Gwin,  vice  presi- 
dent and  dean  of 
student  life.  A  for- 
mer Greek  herself 
(Kappa  Alpha 
Theta),  she  under- 
stands the  inter- 
workings  of  such  organizations.  And 
while  she's  usually  the  one  who  coun- 
sels and/or  reprimands  students  if 
there's  a  problem  after  a  Greek-spon- 
sored function,  she's  also  one  to 
quickly  list  Greek  students  who  are 
model  citizens. 

"The  Greek  system  at  its  best 
does  develop  leaders,"  Gwin  says.  "It 
teaches  organization  skills  and  how  to 
work  within  a  group  while  remaining 
an  individual." 

L-R  Greeks  are  alive  and  well.  There 
were  some  60  pledges  this  spring 
among  the  four  fraternities  (Tau  Kappa 
Epsilon,  Pi  Kappa  Phi,  Theta  Xi  and 
Theta  Chi)  and  four  sororities  (Kappa 
Delta,  Zeta  Tau  Alpha,  Sigma  Kappa 
and  Delta  Zeta.)  Gwin  and  others  don't 
foresee  a  movement  to  increase  the 
number  of  houses  on  campus,  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  black  fraternity  is  being 
explored  although  minorities  have 
been  represented  in  L-R's  fraternities 
and  sororities  for  years. 

Undoubtedly,  Greek  life  fosters 
leadership.  This  past  academic  year, 
sorority  and  fraternity  members  made 
up  the  who's  who  of  L-R  student  lead- 
ership including  SGA  president  Stuart 
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Bridgers  (Pi  Kappa  Phi) ,  Campus 
Activities  Board  Chairman  Josh  Lin- 
der  (Pi  Kappa  Phi),  Senior  Class  Pres- 
ident Estelle  Hudgins  (Delta  Zeta), 
Sophomore  Class  President  Kristin 
Pettis  (Kappa  Delta),  Lenoir-Rhynean 
Editor  Mike  Arning  (Pi  Kappa  Phi) , 
Campus  Court  Chief  Justice  Andrew 
Thacker  (Pi  Kappa  Phi),  choir  concert 
coordinator  Mike  Langford  (Theta 
Xi) ,  Homecoming  Queen  Susan 
Stogner  (Kappa  Delta)  and  Home- 
coming King  Cameron  Norman 
(Theta  Chi) ,  to  name  a  few.  This  isn't 
to  say  that  Greeks  make  up  the  entire 
campus  leadership,  but  the  opportu- 
nities fraternities  and  sororities  pro- 
vide do  encourage  participation  and 
growth  of  the  whole  person. 

National  statistics  bear  this  out.  A 
1997  survey  by  the  University  of  Mis- 
souri shows  that  Greek  membership 
in  college  makes  those  students  more 
likely  to  volunteer  and  become  active 
in  civic  affairs  in  adulthood.  The  study 
reveals  that  Greek-affiliated  men  and 
women  are  more  likely  to  contribute 
financially  and  do  so  in  greater 
amounts  to  charitable  and  non-profit 
organizations  and  religious  groups. 

While  no  such  statistics  are  avail- 
able for  L-R  Greek  alumni,  student 
members  are  already  into  philan- 
thropy. Corporately  campus  fraterni- 
ties and  sororities  raised  thousands  of 
dollars  to  benefit  their  own  designat- 
ed charities  such  as  PUSH  America, 
National  Committee  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Child  Abuse,  N.C.  School  for 
the  Deaf,  breast  cancer  awareness  and 
Alzheimer's  disease  research.  For  four 
years  running,  Delta  Zeta  has  led  a 
campuswide  effort  to  benefit  the  local 
March  of  Dimes.  Last  spring,  DZs 
helped  raise  more  than  $3,100  to  help 
fight  birth  defects.  Fundraisers  such 
as  swing-a-thons,  skate-a-thons,  bowl- 
a-thons  and  roadblocks  are  common. 

With  so  many  distractions  these 
days,  organizations  must  offer  their 
members  more,  Gwin  believes.  Greeks 
are  more  involved  in  activities  to  pro- 
mote worthwhile  causes  as  improving 
the  environment  or  preventing  birth 
defects. 

At  the  same  time,  members  don't 
forget  the  primary  reason  they're  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne.  Most  Greek  houses  on 
campus  can  boast  a  GPA  higher  than 
the  student  body  average. 
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Hazing  has  become  a  thing  of  the 
past  both  at  L-R  and  nationally,  not  only 
because  of  liability  issues,  but  because 
of  the  negative  associations  of  hazing  as 
seen  by  the  students  themselves. 

Jennifer  Davis  is 
advisor  to  the  four 
sororities,  who, 
she  says,  have 
made  some  big 
strides  in  recent 
years.  "We're  see- 
ing better  rush 
numbers  and 
things  seem  to  be 
running  smoother.  We've  seen  the 
houses  relate  to  one  another  better, 
such  as  co-sponsored  events  among 
the  sororities,  instead  of  counterpro- 
ductive attitudes." 

L-R  sororities,  unlike  their  male 
counterparts,  do  not  live  in  separate 
houses,  but  are  assigned  space  within 
Fritz-Conrad  Residence  Hall.  And  that's 
just  fine  with  the  women,  Davis  says. 

"All  seem  to  agree  that  living  in 
and  maintaining  their  own  house 
would  make  life  more  complicated 


and  would  be  more  expensive,  so  I 
haven't  heard  much  about  anyone  or 
group  wanting  to  do  that,"  she  says. 
Thus  "houses  within  residence  halls" 
are  likely  to  remain  not  only  for  cost 
reasons  but  for  added  security  as  well. 

It  costs  anywhere  from  $280  to 
$370  per  year  to  go  Greek  these  days, 
and  with  the  high  costs  of  a  college 
education,  one  might  wonder  why 
students  would  be  willing  to  pay  that 
extra  money. 

"You  get  out  of  anything  what  you 
put  into  it,"  says  Kristi  Wietzke  '97 
of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  a  member  of  Sigma 
Kappa.  "Every  person  who  joins  a  fra- 
ternity or  sorority  does  it  for  his  or  her 
own  personal  reasons.  For  me,  I've 
gained  so  many  friendships  and  so 
much  confidence  through  leadership." 
Wietzke,  who  was  named  Greek 
Woman  of  the  Year  this  past  spring, 
says  labels  and  stereotypes  are  still  a 
downside  of  Greek  membership. 

Each  group  has  its  own  label,  as 
being  the  "partyers,"  the  "studious 
ones,"  the  "athletes,"  and  so  forth  but 
Wietzke  insists  she's  not  a  follower. 


For  example,  as  a  freshman,  she 
nixed  the  chance  to  join  on  Bid  Day, 
the  time  when  sororities  formally 
invite  rushees  to  pledge.  Wietzke 
waited  until  the  time  felt  right.  She 
has  never  regretted  her  decision  and 
insists  that  it  is  indeed  possible  to 
remain  an  individual  and  be  a  Greek 
without  getting  hung  up  on  the  group 
stereotyping. 

Still,  one  downside  of  the  Greek 
system  is  who  it  leaves  out.  Davis  says 
there  are  always  a  "few  casualties" 
after  rush — young  women  who  want- 
ed to  join  but  either  weren't  invited  to 
join  any  sorority  or  didn't  get  their 
first-and-only-pick. 

"Some  get  depressed  about  it,  we 
do  talk  the  woman  through  the  conse- 
quences, particularly  if  we  know  that 
she  is  going  to  intentionally  single 
preference*  at  the  end  of  rush."  The 
aftereffects  don't  seem  to  be  a  major 
problem  at  L-R,  however,  because  of 
the  inclusive  attitude  of  the  organiza- 
tions. One  doesn't  have  to  be  Greek  to 
succeed,  and  one  doesn't  have  to  be 
Greek  to  be  invited  to  social  events. 


The  Pi  Kapp  who  could 


When  it  comes  to 
changing  a  stereotype, 
nothing  speaks  louder  than 
actions. 

Consider  Mike  Arning 
'97,  former  president  of  Pi 
Kappa  Phi.  By  the  time  you 
read  this,  he  and  60  of  his 
fraternity  brothers  from 
around  the  United  States 
should  have  just  completed 
the  Journey  of  Hope,  a  gru- 
eling cross-country  trek  to 
raise  money  and  awareness 
for  PUSH  America  (People 
Understanding  the  Severely 
Handicapped). 

Bicycling  the  3,500 
miles  coast-to-coast  began 
June  7  in  San  Francisco 
and  included  22  states  and 
the  District  of  Columbia, 
with  the  story  reaching  an 
estimated  12  million  peo- 
ple through  media  cover- 
age across  the  country. 

To  make  the  trip,  Arn- 
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ing,  a  communication 
major  from  Lunenburg, 
Mass.,  raised  more  than 
$4,000.  "Believe  it  or  not,  it 
wasn't  the  physical  part  of 
the  ride  that  intimidated 
me  that  much,  but  raising 
all  that  money  did  worry 
me,"  Arning  said. 

Arning  sees  the  journey 
as  an  adventure  before  he 
enters  the  "real"  world. 

"It's  something  I've  always 
wanted  to  do,  and  nows  prob- 
ably the  best  time  to  do  it.... I 
view  the  Journey  of  Hope  as 
not  only  fun,  but  also  show- 
casing my  determination  to 
follow  through  with  a  goal." 

Arning  becomes  the 
third  L-R  Pi  Kapp  to  have 
made  the  cross-country 
trek.  The  first  was  Der- 
rick Styles  '92  and  the 
second,  Ed  Agnoli,  '95. 

Arning  before  the  trek. 


Indeed,  the  whole  campus  tends  to 
look  to  the  fraternities  and  sororities 
for  social  activities,  which  has  been  a 
problem.  Greeks,  wanting  to  be  as 
inclusive  as  possible,  have,  until  this 
past  year,  sponsored  "open  parties,"  a 
practice  banned  jointly  last  year  by  the 
administration,  Interfraternity  Senate 
and  Panhellenic  Council. 

Explains  Gwin,  "There  are  too 
many  liability  issues  for  these  student 
groups  to  say,  'Were  throwing  a  party, 
everybody  come.1  "  Not  only  must 
members  foot  the  bill  for  an  undeter- 
mined number  of  non-members,  but 
the  fraternity  or  sorority  must  be  more 
responsible  about  what  happens  at 
these  events.  Having  control  over 
who's  there  is  the  best  way  to  keep 
things  going  smoothly. 

Dr.  Ellis  Boat- 
mon,  professor  of 
history  (Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon),  has  been 
adviser  to  L-R's  fra- 
ternities for  31 
years.  He  says  the 
Greek  societies, 
who  were  first  local 
colonies  with  such 
exotic  names  as  "Star  and  Crescent," 
"Philia"  and  "Sphinx,"  filled  a  void  for 
more  socializing  when  GI  students 
returned  after  World  War  II.  National 
affiliations  came  in  the  late  1950s. 
"A  fraternity  or  sorority  should 
train  a  person  to  be  a  leader,  and 
that's  happening  for  the  most  part," 


Speaking 
'New'  Greek 

Associate  members: 

Pledges 

Intentional  single  preference: 

when  a  rushee  lists  only  one 

sorority  on  her  preference  card, 

aka  "suiciding" 

Mixers: 

may  include  as  many  non-Greeks 
as  Greeks 

Pledge  period: 

6-8  weeks,  not  a  whole  semester 

Rush  Week: 

now  held  in  spring  to  allow  freshmen 
time  to  assimilate 

Smoker: 

fraternity  rush  party,  but  without  smoke 

(it's  been  banned  inside  campus 

buildings  by  city  ordinance) 


Boatmon 


Boatmon  says.  About  'A  of  the  overall 
campus  population  is  Greek,  which  is 
unusually  high. 

He  believes  that  students  get  a  lot 
of  value  for  their  investment  of  time 
and  money  in  the  Greek  system. 

"First  of  all  it  gives  the  students 
something  positive  to  do  such  as  week- 
end socials  and  intramurals."  He  adds 
that  the  friendships  are  important  not 
only  during  college,  but  afterwards. 

"The  alumni  connections  can  be 
very  important,  particularly  when  the 
young  man  or  woman  goes  out  into 

1997  Greeks  of  the  Year  Mike  Arning 
and  Kristi  Wietzke 


the  professional  world,"  he  says. 
"Being  part  of  the  L-R  alumni  net- 
work is  valuable,  certainly,  but  having 
that  extra  connection  to  a  Greek  orga- 
nization adds  that  much  more." 

A  major  challenge  for  fraternities, 
Boatmon  believes,  is  to  offer  meaning 
for  members. 

"People  don't  want  to  be  part  of 
larger  groups  like  they  once  did,"  he 
says.  "Lives  are  busier  and  computers 
and  other  things  take  up  more  indi- 
vidual time." 

Fraternities  and  sororities,  mean- 
while, continue  to  wrestle  with  con- 
cerns of  the  time,  as  do  their  counter- 
parts nationwide.  Working  with  the 
administration,  the  fraternities  have 
agreed  to  change  one  tradition.  New 
pledges  will  no  longer  run  across  the 
steps  of  Rhyne  Building  to  their  wait- 
ing brothers'  "mosh  pit,"  thrusting  the 
pledges  airborne  over  concrete  steps. 
The  ceremony  is  being  moved  instead 
to  the  grassy  Quad.  Comments  Boat- 
mon, "Liability  is  simply  a  fact  of  life 
in  the '90s." 

In  the  long  run,  is  going  Greek 
really  worth  it? 

Robert  Barkley 
76  of  Anderson, 
S.C.  definitely 
thinks  so.  Named 
Senior  Greek  Man 
of  the  Year  and  an 
officer  of  his  frater- 
nity (Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon),  he  has 
many  good  memo- 
ries of  fraternity  life. 

"Back  then,  our  house  was  out  on 
the  lake,  and  since  we  didn't  have  an 
on-campus  location,  we'd  congregate 
informally  in  circles  in  the  lobby  of 
Cromer  Center."  The  times  and  the 
place  was  different,  Barkley  says.  "The 
drinking  age  was  18  and  after  our 
house  burnt  down  in  1975,  one  of  the 
few  places  we  could  hold  a  social  was 
at  Mull's  (Restaurant)." 

Times  have  changed.  Sig  Ep  is  no 
longer  on  campus.  Barkley  is  now  asso- 
ciate director  of  Admissions  at  Clemson 
University,  but  he  holds  dear  his  memo- 
ries of  being  a  fraternity  man.  Serving  as 
secretary  and  social  chairman,  he  trea- 
sures the  friendships  and  the  experi- 
ences of  being  a  fraternity  member. 

"I  wouldn't  trade  that  experience 
for  the  world,"  he  says.  □ 
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L-R's 

'Rundoc' 

keeps  going 
and  going 

r.  Marilyn  Richards  is  a  lot 
like  the  Energizer  rabbit: 
she  keeps  going  and  going. 
Even  though  she's  look- 
ing forward  to  retirement 
in  August,  she'll  continue 
her  devotion  to  fitness, 
physiology  and  family. 
Her  energy  is  non-stop.  She  intro- 
duced exercise  physiology  to  the 
L-R  curriculum  for  PE.  majors  and 
established  the  college's  human  per- 
formance lab.  She  proposed  a  three- 
phased  wellness  program  for  the 
college  community  in  1979  and  soon 
after  collaborated  with  Jean  Settlemyer, 
chief  administrator  at  Frye  Regional 
Medical  Center,  linking  the  hospital 
and  campus  to  establish  the  Frye- 
Lenoir-Rhyne  Cardiopulmonary  Re- 
habilitation Program.  It  continues  to 
serve  many  patients  in  the  area,  while 
Richards  has  been  the  liaison  between 
L-R  and  hospital  by  serving  on  the 
Frye  staff  for  16  years. 

Richards  maintains  her  American 
College  of  Sports  Medicine  clinical 
exercise  specialist  certification  as  an 
option  for  working  with  patients  in 
the  future.  She  designed  and  imple- 
mented the  physical  therapy  track  for 
PE.  majors  and  served  as  athletics 
trainer  for  all  teams  for  two  years,  lay- 
ing groundwork  for  developing  a 
sports  medicine  major. 

She  also  introduced  scuba  diving  to 
L-R. 

Richards  doesn't  bang  her  drum 
too  loudly. 

Growing  up  in  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
Richards  liked  to  play  doctor  with  her 
dolls.  "I  always  thought  I'd  be  a  physi- 
cian, but  also  enjoyed  sports  and  dis- 
covered an  aptitude  for  teaching."  She 
taught  three  years  at  Georgia  Southern 
University  before  returning  to  gradu- 
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ate  school  at  the  University  of  Georgia 
for  a  doctorate.  Although  she  fancied 
becoming  a  surgeon,  she  left  that  job 
to  her  daughter,  Dr.  Chris  Morgan,  an 
OB/GYN  in  New  Bern.  "That's  for  the 
best,"  Richards  says.  "I  like  being  out- 
doors too  much  to  have  been  happy 
being  in  surgery  all  day.  But  through 
teaching,  I've  helped  direct  students  to 
careers  in  many  areas  of  medicine, 
research  and  teaching/coaching." 

Her  license  tag,  "RUNDOC,"  pro- 
claims her  passion:  running.  She  has 
competed  in  marathons,  but  years  on 
the  pavements  have  taken  their  toll 
on  her  knees.  These  days,  she 
recharges  her  batteries  by  swimming, 
kayaking,  skiing,  biking  and  tennis — 
quite  a  list  for  a  woman  in  her  60s. 

Dr.  Keith  Ochs,  Richards  says,  was 
her  main  draw  to  L-R  in  1973.  "He 
was  a  real  person,"  she  says.  "Not 
only  have  I  been  able  to  teach  in  the 
medical  field,  but  living  here  allowed 


me  to  raise  my  children  in  a  good 
environment." 

Another  passion  is  her  family. 
"Being  a  grandmother  is  the  greatest 
thing.  I  was  present  when  both  my 
granddaughters  were  born,  and  I  love 
being  with  them  and  with  my  grand- 
son in  New  Bern."  In  retirement,  she 
hopes  to  spend  more  time  with  her 
daughters,  Chris  Morgan  of  New  Bern 
and  Lesley  Bost,  and  son,  Mark 
Richards,  both  of  Hickory. 

Richards  also  hopes  to  spend 
more  time  with  her  grandchildren 
and  with  relatives  in  Louisiana,  do 
some  traveling  and  enjoy  the  novel- 
ty of  time  off.  She  also  would  like 
to  pursue  her  interest  in  medical 
research  of  the  nervous  and  cardio- 
vascular systems,  possibly  work 
with  patients  and  do  some  writing 
and  teaching. 

Sounds  like  her  battery  won't  run 
down  anytime  soon.  □ 


Richards:  Exer  ready  to  run. 
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By  Maria  Armstrong 

ennsylvania  was  too 
cold,  Florida  was  too 
hot.... North  Carolina 
was  just  right. 

Thus  begins  the 
story  of  how  Lenoir- 
Rhyne's  newest  Head  Football  Bear 
found  his  home  in  Hickory.  It  all 
started  with  a  vacation. 

On  a  family  holiday,  the  Harts 
relaxed  at  the  Outer  Banks  and  liked 
this  part  of  the  country  so  much,  that 
he  decided  to  target  a  job  search  south, 
researching  colleges  and  their  commu- 
nities. It  wasn't  long  before  he  saw  the 
positive  aspects  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  and 
put  it  at  the  top  of  his  list. 

"Looking  at  the  location,  academics, 
the  community  and  the  90-year  histo- 
ry of  football  at  Lenoir-Rhyne,  I  saw 
the  potential  for  a  special  place,"  Hart 
recalls. 

If  anybody  should  know  about 
potential,  its  Hart.  When  he  left  West 
Chester  University,  a  team  with  a  9-1 
record,  to  accept  the  job  as  offensive 
coordinator  at  Bloomsburg  University 
in  Pennsylvania,  he  says  his  family 
and  friends  thought  he  was  crazy.  The 
previous  year,  the  team  was  1-9.  But 
Hart  saw  something  in  them.  His 
instincts  proved  to  be  correct. 

In  his  first  year,  the  Bloomsburg 
Huskies'  record  was  5-6.  The  second 
year,  an  8-3  record  gave  them  their  first 
PSAC  Conference  championship.  The 
next  year,  their  record  of  9-1-1  secured 
their  second  PSAC  championship. 
Then,  in  what  would  be  his  final  year 
there,  the  Bloomsburg  Huskies  won 
their  third  conference  championship 
with  a  10-1  record  and  made  the  trip 
to  the  NCAA  National  Playoffs. 

They  were  second  in  the  NCAA 
Division  II  in  scoring,  had  the  top 


receiver  in  all  of  Division  II,  and  their 
quarterback  was  named  to  the  Top 
Ten  in  passing  efficiency.  They  were 
the  only  team  in  any  division  to  have 
a  player  ranked  in  the  top  ten  in  rush- 
ing, passing  and  receiving. 

"We  built  a  national  caliber  team  in 
four  years,"  Hart  says.  'And  I  see  the 
same  potential  here." 

"The  enthusiasm  and  organization 
that  Hart  has  brought  to  our  football 
program  has  energized  our  players," 
says  Interim  Athletics  Director  Jane 
Jenkins.  "It  has  had  a  positive  effect 
on  our  overall  athletic  program." 

Hart  brings  along  with  him  some  of 
the  talent  that  helped  him  earn  the  suc- 
cess at  Bloomsburg:  Glen  McNamee, 
four-year-starter  Huskie  quarterback, 
will  now  be  the  Bears'  quarterback 
coach.  "He  re-wrote  the  record  book. 
He  knows  the  total  offense  better  than 
anyone  else,"  says  Hart. 

Other  former  Huskies  are:  Frank 
Leaks,  defense  coordinator,  who  was 
with  Hart  for  two  years,  but  coached 
at  Lock  Haven  University  in  Pennsyl- 
vania last  year;  Bobby  James,  coach 
of  defensive  backs;  Chet  Henicle, 
receivers  coach;  and  Dan  Hugen- 
deubler,  offensive  line  coach.  David 
McCall  '92,  defensive  line  coach  and 
recruiting  coordinator,  is  the  only 
holdover  from  the  previous  staff. 
Coach  Hart  has  also  done  a  good  job 
of  recruiting  six  volunteer  assistant 
coaches,  some  of  whom  are  L-R 
alumni. 

"The  thing  about  these  guys  is, 
first,  not  how  well  they  know  their  X's 
and  O's,  but  that  they  are  good,  solid 
people,"  Hart  says  of  his  staff.  "Sec- 
ond, they  know  me.  They  know  how 
I  run  things.  Basically,  we  can  take  the 
Bloomsburg  play  book,  insert  Bears 
for  Huskies,  and  we're  ready  to  go." 

On  the  willingness  of  his  assistants 


Hart,  Bears  eager  to 

RESTORE 
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to  relocate,  Hart  says,  "If  you  have  a 
spot  people  want  to  go  to,  they'll  go." 
Having  familiar  faces  around  you 
helps  the  program  stay  one  step 
ahead,  he  believes. 

A  major  focus  of  Hart's  game  plan 
is  recruiting.  He  will  be  relentless  in 
order  to  get  the  best  players  in  the 
state.  "You've  got  to  start  locally  and 
branch  out.  We  don't  want  to  lose 
anybody  in  North  Carolina." 

To  exemplify  that,  this  May  the 
recruiting  team  went  to  virtually  every 
high  school  in  the  state  to  look  at  ris- 
ing seniors  and  establish  relationships 
with  the  players  and  coaches. 

"We  were  very  happy  with  the  qual- 
ity of  players,"  says  Hart.  The  main 


targets  for  this  season  were  offensive 
linemen.  Six  out  of  the  nine  are  from 
North  Carolina.  Total  recruits  number 
37,  mostly  freshmen. 

The  coach  notes  that  recruiting  in 
Florida  has  always  been  good  for  L- 
R,  as  have  efforts  in  Virginia,  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  especially  the 
Atlanta  area.  As  a  result  of  this  year's 
recruiting  efforts,  130  tours  were  made 
by  prospective  players  to  Hickory 
and  L-R,  according  to  Hart. 

"Recruiting  takes  money  and  that's 
where  fundraising  comes  in,"  Hart 
says.  When  competing  against  sister 
colleges  with  large  football  budgets, 
"we're  at  a  disadvantage.  But  with  the 
love  of  the  school  that  I  have  seen 


Coach  Hart  ready  for  season  opener 
with  Elon. 

from  the  alums — genuine,  true  love — 
with  that  feeling,  we  can  succeed." 

Hart  and  wife,  Barbara,  now  have  a 
home  near  Lake  Hickory.  Their  son, 
Marc,  will  be  transferring  to  L-R  in 
the  fall  to  major  in  psychology  They 
have  two  daughters:  Kristi,  an  occu- 
pational therapist  who  lives  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  Adina,  a  special  education 
teacher  living  in  Colorado. 

On  Saturday,  7  p.m.  Aug.  30,  the 
Bears  will  play  their  first  game  of  the 
season  against  Elon  College  in  Burling- 
ton. The  first  home  game,  versus  Liv- 
ingstone, will  be  at  7  p.m.  Sept.  13.     □ 
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1939 

Mary  Lee  Milholland  Dodge  and 

husband,  Wesley,  of  Lake  Junalus- 
ka,  N.C.  celebrated  their  55th 
wedding  anniversary  in  May. 

1944 

Pauline  Pugh  Tliompson  of 

Boone,  has  been  named  to  the 
Library  Advisory  Board  at 
Appalachian  State  University. 

1955 

Carl  S.  King  of  Raleigh  was  given 
a  proclamation  by  Wake  County 
and  a  commendation  by  the 
American  Radio  Relay  League  for 
providing  emergency  communica- 
tions during  Hurricane  Fran. 

1956 

Joseph  Buff  established  Buff  & 
Associates,  an  executive  recruit- 
ing firm  more  than  five  years  ago. 
Loday  the  firm  is  the  largest  of  its 
type  in  the  West.  Joseph  and 
Sybil  Shuford  Buff  '73  reside  in 
Woodland  Hills,  Calif. 

J.  Daniel  Brown  wrote  Masks  of 
Mystery,  Explorations  in  Christian 
Faith  and  Arts  published  in  Decem- 
ber. He  is  professor  of  religion  and 
philosophy  at  Catawba  College. 

1959 

Richard  Tyndall  of  Mooresville, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  Sipes' 
Orchard  Home  in  Conover,  received 
the  Trustee  of  the  Year  Award. 

1962 

Rosann  Freed  Wliitten  of  Coral 
Gables,  Fla.,  and  husband,  David, 
cruised  to  various  ports  on  the 
Yellow  and  East  China  Sea  ending 
in  Tianjin  in  April. 

1963 

Dorothy  Houston  Franklin  of 

Icard,  N.C,  has  retired  from  the 
Burke  County  Schools  after  31 
years  as  an  elementary  teacher. 

Judy  Siginon  Craig  of  Claremont, 
is  the  1997  N.C.  Elementary 
School  Social  Studies  Teacher 
of  the  Year.  Judy  is  an  education 
veteran  of  34  years. 

1966 

MARRIED 

Larry  Hollar  and  Stephanie 
Schuh  on  Nov.  26,  1996.  They 
reside  in  Hickory. 

1967 

MARRIED 


Out  of  the  blue 

Jerome  "Pete"  Eisele  '68  still  hasn't  left  school! 
He's  been  teaching  U.S.  History  at  Duncan  Middle  School  in 
Palm  Beach  Gardens,  Fla.  for  the  past  five  years,  and  25  years 
before  that  was  at  Pine  Beach  Public  School  on  Pine  Beach  Island.  In 
addition  to  teaching  social  studies  and  history,  he's  coached  just  about 
everything:  basketball,  golf,  tennis  and  girls'  softball. 

Eisele  (pronounced  EYEs-lee)  is  one  of  1 1  children,  all  of  whom 
attended  college,  but  Pete  is  the  only  L-R  alumnus. 

"When  I  got  out  of  high  school,"  he  says,  "1  didn't  know  what  I 
wanted  to  do,  but  I  was  one  of  those  kids  who  thought  they  already 
knew  everything." 

After  two  years  in  the  Army  and  then  one  year  working  at  the  JC 
Penney  warehouse  in  Statesville,  Eisele  says  he  realized  he  didn't  know 
everything,  and  decided  to  go  back  to  school.  He  began  at  a  local  com- 
munity college,  then  decided  to  make  the  commute  to  Hickory. 

Pete  and  wife,  Loretta,  have  two  children:  Jerome  Jr.,  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Miami,  and  Melissa,  a  rising  senior  at  Florida  State. 

Eisele  didn't  know  there  were  six  other  L-R  graduates  listed  in  the 
Alumni  Directory  as  living  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  but  he  quickly  asked 
who  they  were  and  took  down  the  names.  Watch  out,  this  teacher 
may  call  on  you  next!  ■ 


Stephen  Allen  Watson  and  Darlene 
Robb  Rollins  on  April  12.  Stephen 
is  the  owner  of  Ameriguard  Insur- 
ance Agency.  Darlene  is  employed 
by  Zurich  American  Insurance  Co. 
The  couple  lives  in  Gastonia. 

1968 

MARRIED 

Louann  Turpin  Kissam  and 

Edward  Hugh  Guilford  on  April 
12.  Louann  teaches  at  Old  Vail 
Middle  School.  Edward  is  em- 
ployed with  T.G.  Construction 
as  a  superintendent.  The  couple 
lives  in  Tucson. 

Joan  Glass  to  William  Gary  Huff- 
man on  Nov.  18,  1995.  Joan  is 
employed  as  a  paramedic  training 
coordinator.  William  is  a  logger. 
The  couple  resides  in  Lenoir. 

1970 

Hope  League  Scopoli  of  Middle- 
burg,  Fla.,  is  supervisor  of 
Instructional  Personnel  at  Clay 
County  Schools.  Hope  graduates 
this  August  with  a  doctorate  in 
education  leadership  from  the 
University  of  North  Florida. 

Felix  Pollard,  Jr.  of  Wilson, 
received  his  Ph.D.  in  education 
from  Kensington  University, 
Glendale,  Calif.  His  dissertation 
topic  was  "Identifying  reasons  for 
at-risk  academically  gifted  stu- 
dents dropping  out  of  high  school 
in  eastern  North  Carolina."  He  is 
a  counselor  at  Northampton  East 
High  School  in  Conway,  N.C. 

James  Hunt  of  Cherryville,  has 


been  named  manager  of  account- 
ing and  operations  for  the  pro- 
posed High  Street  Banking  Com- 
pany in  Hickory. 

Millie  Lynn  Adams  of  Hudson, 
was  named  winner  of  the  1997 
First  Union  Ben  Craig  Outstand- 
ing Educator  Award. 

1971 

Howard  Heavner,  a  teacher  at 
Douglas  County  High  School  in 
Douglasville,  Ga.,  retired  after  19 
years  as  varsity  boys  soccer 
coach.  He  was  160-49-8  in  his 
coaching  career.  His  1997  team 
finished  13-3-0  and  was  third  in 
the  final  state  3-A  rankings. 

1972 

25-Year  Reunion,  Oct.  17-18 
during  Homecoming 

1973 

Sybil  Shuford  Buff  of  Woodland 
Hills,  Calif.,  teaches  at  Lokrantz 
School  in  Reseda,  one  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Unified  school  districts 
special  ed  schools  in  the  San  Fer- 
nando Valley.  Sybil  received  her 
masters  degree  from  California 
State  University. 

Wilbur  E.  "Buster"  Mann  HI  of 

Hickory  has  been  promoted  to 
division  vice  president  at  Hickory 
Springs. 

Virginia  Muse  McLaurin  of 

Oxford  is  a  senior  clinical  nurse 
at  the  Federal  Correctional  Insti- 
tution at  Butner.  She  is  also  a 
commissioned  officer  in  the  uni- 


formed service-public  health  ser- 
vices and  in  May  received  her 
masters  degree  in  nursing  man- 
agement from  UNC-Chapel  Hill. 
She  and  husband,  Joseph,  have 
three  children.  Virginia  has  served 
15  years  in  the  Army  National 
Guard,  most  recently  as  N.C. 
state  chief  nurse. 

BORN  TO: 

Patrick  and  Gina  Young 
Humphries  of  Newton,  a  daugh- 
ter, Ashleigh  Christine,  on  May 
14.  Gina  is  an  AG  consultant 
with  Catawba  County,  schools 
and  Patrick  is  self-employed. 

1974 

John  Anderson  of  Conover,  was 
honored  by  Clyde  Campbell 
Elemetary  School  in  Hickory, 
where  he  is  the  physical  educa- 
tion teacher.  The  school  gymnasi- 
um was  named  in  his  honor. 

Robert  Stewart  of  Albemarle,  has 
earned  the  Certified  in  Financial 
Management  designation. 

Frances  Whitener  of  Newton, 
received  the  First  Union  Ben 
Craig  Award  for  Outstanding 
Educators.  She  continues  to  play 
organ  at  Beth  Eden  Lutheran 
Church  and  is  a  member  of  Hick- 
ory Choral  Society. 

1976 

Jon  Swift  has  been  appointed 
Catawba  County  market  execu- 
tive by  First  Union  National  Bank. 
He  and  his  wife  Linda  Burfeindt 

'77  have  relocated  to  Hickory. 

MARRIED 

Maggie  White  and  Tim  Andrews 
on  May  17.  Maggie  is  employed 
as  vice  president,  administration 
of  Greer  Laboratories,  Inc.  Tim  is 
employed  as  a  marketing  repre- 
sentative with  CCI  Telecom.  The 
couple  lives  in  Lenoir. 

1977 

Bob  Mueller  has  been  promoted 
to  Partner  with  C.W.  Costello  & 
Associates,  a  $100  Million  Infor- 
mation Systems  consulting  firm 
in  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  is  respon- 
sible for  Costello's  local  manage- 
ment consulting  practice.  Bob 
resides  in  Columbus  with  his 
wife,  Patti,  and  daughter  Amy. 

Sarah  Weddington  Smith 

received  a  M.Sc.  degree  with 
emphasis  on  community  health 
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Alumni  Parents 

Leadership  of the  Parents'  Associa- 
tion passed  from  the  Pitts  to  the 
Campbells  this  spring.  From  left  are 
The  Rev.  Dick  '67  and  Becky  Cromer 
Campbell  '67  of  ML  Pleasant,  S.C.; 
Barbara  Keck  Pitts  '69  and  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Terry  Pitts  '69  of  Hickory. 

nursing  from  Indiana  Wesleyan 
University. 

1978 

The  Rev.  Walt  Cleckley  has  been 
called  to  serve  as  co-pastor  of  St. 
Paul  Lutheran  Church,  ELCA,  in 
Lititz,  Pa.  He  has  previously 
served  St.  Paul  as  associate  pastor. 

Steve  Thiers  and  his  wife,  Heidi, 
recently  bought  a  new  home  in 
Burlington,  N.J.  Steve  has  opened 
a  second  office  in  Burlington.  He  is 
a  personal  financial  advisor  with 
American  Express. 

1979 

Ted  Goins,  Jr.  of  Hickory  has 
been  appointed  to  the  state  Board 
of  Examiners  for  Nursing  Home 
Administrators. 

1980 

Heidi  Schultz  has  graduated  from 
UNC-Chapel  Hill  with  a  Ph.D.  in 
English  and  has  joined  the  faculty 
of  Kenan-Flagler  Business  School 
at  UNC-Chapel  Hill  as  an  assis- 
tant professor  of  business  com- 
munications. 

1981 

Frank  Zulauf  of  Reidsboro  is  a 
new  Sears  authorized  retail  dealer. 

Tois  Boynton  of  Carrboro  has  com- 
pleted her  M.A.  degree  in  journal- 
ism and  mass  communication  at 
UNC-Chapel  Hill.  She  was  named 
Outstanding  Graduating  Masters 
Student  for  the  School  of  Journal- 
ism, and  as  such,  spoke  at  the 
schools  graduation  ceremony  May 
II.  She  has  received  a  three-year 
fellowship  from  the  Park  Founda- 
tion for  her  doctoral  studies  and 
will  begin  the  program  this  fall. 

Susan  Friday  Lamb  is  a  freelance 
writer/editor.  She  has  published 
articles  in  local,  statewide  and 
national  publications  and  particu- 
larly enjoys  writing  about  parenting 
issues.  She  and  husband  Terry  live 
in  Raleigh.  They  have  two  daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth,  9  and  Emily,  6. 

Janice  Gryder  of  Statesville  has 


been  selected  as  the  1996-97 
Assistant  Principal  of  the  Year. 

Richard  Armstrong  of  Taylorsvillc 
received  the  First  Union  Ben  Craig 
Award  for  Outstanding  Educators. 

1982 

Robin  Rich  Brown  of  Castle 
Hayne,  has  been  named  Teacher 
of  the  Year  for  Topsail  Elementary 
School. 

BORN  TO 

Christopher  and  Lynne  Wagen- 
knecht  Evans  of  Lewisville,  a  son, 
Grahame  Franklin,  on  April  30. 
Lynne  is  associate  professor  at 
Bowman  Gray  School  of  Medi- 
cine. Christopher  is  a  health  care 
consultant. 

W  Frank  and  Nancy  Glenn-Molali 

of  Havre  de  Grace,  Md.,  a  daugh- 
ter, Charlotte  Glenn  on  Feb.  2. 
Nancy  is  a  clinical  nurse  specialist. 
Frank  is  a  business  owner. 

1983 

Marcia  Kosko  of  Wilmington, 
N.C.,  received  her  M.S. W  degree  in 
1995  from  East  Carolina  University. 
She  is  a  clinical  social  worker  at 
Oaks  Psychiatric  Hospital  of  New 
Hanover  Regional  Medical  Center. 

BORN  TO 

Randy  and  Rebecca  Whitener 

Matthew  of  Hickory,  a  son,  Zachary 
"Luke,"  on  Feb.  21.  He  joins  broth- 
er Ryan,  6  and  sister,  Danielle,  7. 
Rebecca  is  an  RN  at  Frye  Regional 
Medical  Center.  Randy  is  a  carpet 
pro  with  Home  Depot. 

Jim  and  Colleen  Costello  Hardy 

'81  of  Greensboro,  a  daughter, 
Ruth  Ann,  on  Jan.  24.  She  joins 
brothers  Ben  and  John  Carleton. 

Gene  and  Page  Jackson  Long  of 

Bogart,  Ga.,  a  daughter,  Hannah 


Joy,  on  May  30.  Page  is  an  educa- 
tion program  specialist  with  the 
Georgia  Department  of  Educa- 
tion. Gene  is  a  sales  representa- 
tive for  Aquagenix. 

1984 

Claudia  Ward-Filer  of  Hickory  is 
the  theater  arts  instructor  at  New- 
ton-Conover  Middle  and  High 
schools.  She  is  also  working  on 
her  masters  in  education  at  L-R. 

BORN  TO 

Robert  and  Elizabeth  Vanhoy 

Shaver  of  Hickory,  a  daughter, 
Kathryn  McKenna,  on  Feb.  22. 

Dale  and  Beth  Cline  Talbert  of 

Beverly  Hills,  a  daughter,  Garyn 
Michelle,  on  March  14. 

1985 

Tom  Paris  of  Rockingham,  is  the 
new  football  coach  at  Whiteville 
High  School. 

Susan  Duncan  Bumgarner  of 

Hickory,  recently  earned  a  mas- 
ters degree  in  nursing  from  UNC- 
Greensboro.  She  is  nursing  coor- 
dinator for  Catawba  Memorial 
Hospitals  Day  Surgery  Center. 
She  and  husband,  Steve,  and  fam- 
ily live  in  Taylorsville. 

BORN  TO 

Rex  and  Renae  Casterline  of 

Columbia,  S.C.,  a  daughter,  Karis 
Renae,  on  March  11.  Rex  is  a 
lawyer.  Renae  is  a  director  of 
Christian  education/youth. 

Michael  and  Sandy  Krajcik 

Cashion  of  Cary,  N.C,  a  daugh- 
ter, Anna  Marion,  on  Sept.  19, 
1996.  Anna  joins  sister,  Alex- 
andra Elise,  5.  Michael  is  em- 
ployed with  Glaxo  Wellcome  as 
manager  of  strategic  operations. 
Sandy  is  employed  by  Cary 
Pediatric  Center  as  a  physician 


assistant  part-time  and  has  her 
own  business  designing  jewelry. 
The  family  moved  to  Cary  in 
November. 

Mark  and  Susan  Pruitt  Marlowe 

of  Gastonia,  a  son,  Eric  Joseph, 
on  April  16.  He  has  one  brother, 
Chris. 

1986 

Elizabeth  Brown  Stultz  of  Granite 
Falls  has  joined  the  staff  of  Hick- 
ory's Centura  bank  as  a  retail 
bank  officer. 

Amy  L.  Gahagen  of  Laurel,  Md. 
has  been  named  to  the  1997  edi- 
tion of  Who's  Who  Among  Ameri- 
can Teachers.  She  teaches  French 
in  Upper  Marlboro,  Md. 

1987 

10-Year  Reunion,  Oct.  17-18 
during  Homecoming. 

Mark  Buff  of  Morganton  has  been 
elected  to  the  Burke  County  Hos- 
pice Board.  Mark  is  a  CPA  work- 
ing as  controller  for  Environmen- 
tal Inks  and  Coating  Corp. 

Paul  Pruett  of  Philadelphia  has 
been  accepted  to  the  full-time 
MBA  program  at  the  Wharton 
School,  University  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  will  live  in  Philadelphia 
for  the  next  two  years. 

MARRIED 

The  Rev.  Timothy  Martin  to 

Kendra  Kriegsman  on  April  26. 
Tim  is  pastor  of  Lows  Lutheran 
Church  in  Liberty. 

BORN  TO 

Tim  and  Ann  Wright  Workmeis- 

ter  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  a  daugh- 
ter, Abigail  Wright,  on  Feb.  5. 

Mark  and  Wendy  lsenhour  Hefner 

of  Claremont,  a  son,  Matthew 
Stanton,  on  Jan.  30.  He  joins  sib- 
lings Tyler,  11,  Kathryn,  5  and 
Jessica,  2.  Wendy  is  employed  as 
director  of  Christian  education  at 
St.  Mark's  Lutheran  Church. 
Mark  is  employed  by  Catawba 
Transportation. 

Mark  and  Nancy  Combs  Friday 

of  Mt.  Holly,  a  son,  Lathan  Mari- 
on, on  April  4.  Mark  is  a  sales  rep 
with  Royal  Cup  Inc.  Nancy  is  a 
nurse  anesthetist. 

Paul  and  Barbara  Best  Tori  of 

Hobbsville,  a  daughter,  Ashley 
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Elizabeth,  on  Feb.  24.  Ashley  is 
welcomed  by  sister  Alex.  Barbara 
is  a  teacher;  Paul  is  a  surveyor. 

Timothy  and  Janine  Silcom  Hinz 

'88  of  Gainesville,  Fla.,  a  daugh- 
ter, Emily  Grace,  on  May  23, 
1994.  Janine  is  a  homemaker. 
Timothy  is  senior  pastor  of  First 
Lutheran  Church. 

1988 

Mike  Shackelford  graduated  from 
Lutheran  Theological  Southern 
Seminary  in  May  and  was  ordained 
June  9.  He  has  accepted  a  call  as  an 
associate  pastor  to  Grace  Lutheran 
Church  in  Clearwater,  Fla.  His  wife 
Carolyn  Blossom  Shackelford  '91 
continues  to  teach. 

Heidi  Ernst  has  moved  to  New 
York  City  and  works  as  a  copy 
editor  at  Your  Company  Magazine, 
published  by  Time  Inc. 

Michael  Summers  was  promoted 
to  district  manager  of  Foot  Lock- 
er. He  and  wife,  Ralphine,  have 
relocated  to  Memphis  where  he 
will  supervise  23  stores  in  Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas  and  Mississippi. 

Jeremy  Fisher  has  left  Auburn 
University  for  a  position  with 
Sequitor  Corp.  in  Atlanta.  He  and 
his  wife  Katie  reside  in  Conyers. 

Ken  Johnson  received  his  Ph.D. 
in  French  linguistics/literature 
from  Purdue  University  on  May 
18.  He  is  visiting  teacher  for 
1997-98  at  Purdue. 

Donna  Little  Morgan  has  been 
promoted  to  director  of  patient 
care  services  for  Columbus  Hos- 
pice. She  has  been  with  Columbus 
Hospice  since  1995.  She  and  her 
husband,  Robert,  and  their  son, 
Scott,  3,  live  in  Columbus,  Ga. 

MARRIED 

John  Grier  Stikeleather  III  and 

Lea  Meadows  Baker  on  April  26. 
John  is  employed  by  Stikeleather 
Builders  as  a  general  contractor. 
Lea  is  employed  by  Tri-County 
Mental  Health.  The  couple  lives 
in  Statesville. 

BORN  TO 

Douglas  and  Gena  Houser  Tallent 

of  Aubrey  Texas,  a  daughter,  Layn 
McKenzie,  on  March  20.  She  joins 
sister,  Logan  Susanne,  6.  Gena  is  a 
third  grade  teacher.  Douglas  is  a 
quarter  horse  breeder. 
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A  job  heard  'round  the  world 

It's  not  unusual  for  Sharon  (Perry)  Rogers  '83  to  talk  to  someone  in 
Costa  Rica  one  moment  and  Argentina  the  next.  As  an  export 
agent  with  Roger  Baum  International  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  she  revels  in 
traveling  without  leaving  her  office. 

"You  might  say  I'm  still  in  my  first  job  and  love  it,"  she  says, 
describing  her  work  as  a  'travel  agent  for  cargo.'  She  works  out  the 
details  to  move  goods  such  as  citrus  juice,  vehicles  and  phosphates 
out  of  the  Port  of  Tampa  to  destinations  throughout  the  Western 
Hemisphere  and  beyond.  On  a  daily  basis,  she  must  inspect  docu- 
ments and  negotiate  with  banks  for  letters  of  credit.  As  a  result, 
Rogers  gets  to  know  people  worldwide. 

Occasionally,  she  uses  the  Spanish  learned  in  Dr.  Bill  Shuford's  class- 
es to  translate  some  documents,  though  she  says  she's  far  from  fluent. 
"Working  in  exports  is  stressful  and  detailed  with  deadlines,  but 
there's  always  something  new  and  exciting  going  on,"  she  says. 
Off  hours,  Rogers  is  involved  with  church  work  and  her  two 
step-children.  Her  husband,  Chuck,  is  in  golf  course  management. 
Growing  up  on  Lake  Okeechobee,  Fla.,  she 
never  dreamed  she  would  go  out  of  state  to 
college,  much  less  work  in  a  fast-paced  inter- 
national office,  but  early  on,  she  learned  to 
push  the  envelope. 

"You  have  to  seize  the  opportunity  and 
keep  the  door  open,"  she  says.  Looking 
back  14  years  out  of  college,  she's  glad  she 
did.  Sharon  wound  up  at  L-R  because  two  of 
her  friends  were  going  there.  She  found  it  to 
be  just  to  her  liking,  too — small  enough  to 
get  to  know  the  students  and  faculty,  like 
"family." 

"If  you  don't  take  a  chance,  you 
won't  learn  and  grow,"  she  advises. 
"I'm  glad  I  took  a  chance  by  com- 
ing to  L-R  and  that  I  went  on 
the  job  interview  at  Baum."  ■ 


Bryan  and  Heidi  Meelts  Riddle 

'87  of  Jupiter,  Fla.,  have  adopted 
a  daughter,  Meghan  Jane,  born  on 
May  2. 

Scott  and  Sandra  McCuen  Holland 

of  Charlotte,  a  son,  Benjamin 
Scott,  on  Feb.  22.  Benjamin  joins 
sister,  Sarah,  4.  Sandra  is  a  home- 
maker  and  Scott  is  a  CPA. 

1989 

J.  Carlyle  Hearn  II  is  a  first-year 
law  student  at  DePaul  University 
in  Chicago  effective  Aug  19. 

MARRIED 

Jerry  Best  and  Gretchen  Crute  on 
March  29.  Jerry  is  a  reimbursement 
specialist  at  Gaston  Memorial  Hospi- 
tal. Gretchen  is  an  elementary  teacher 
with  the  Gaston  County  Schools. 

Robert  Clemmer  Shuford  and 

Ellen  Marie  Lewis  on  April  19. 
Robert  is  owner  of  R.C.  Specialties 
in  Charlotte.  Ellen  is  employed 
with  Park  Place  Pharmacy  as  a 
pharmacist. 


BORN  TO 

Jay  and  Dawn  Hollar  Weisen- 
berger  of  Pineville,  a  son,  Andrew 
Joseph,  on  April  28.  Dawn  and 
Jay  are  both  medical  technicians. 

Dr.  Darren  and  Gwen  Trull 
Emmett  of  Mt.  Holly,  a  daughter, 
Darby  Elizabeth,  on  April  10. 
Darby  joins  brother,  Ryan,  2. 

1990 

Barbara  Rush  Cline  of  Newton, 
has  been  named  director  of  agency 
operations  at  Synergy  Advertising 
and  Design  of  Hickory. 

MARRIED 

Cheryl  Renee  Thompson  and  K. 

Wayne  Stiles  on  April  12.  Cheryl 
is  employed  at  Troutman  Middle 
School  as  a  seventh-grade  math 
teacher.  Wayne  is  employed  by 
Kroehler  Pilot  Furniture  in  New- 
ton. The  couple  lives  in  Hickory. 

Lisa  Carley  and  Rodney  Baxter  on 
May  24.  Lisa  is  pursuing  her  Ph.D. 
in  sociology  at  Washington  State 


University  and  is  a  research  assis- 
tant for  the  Social  and  Economic 
Sciences  Research  Center.  Rodney 
is  a  sociology  instructor.  The  cou- 
ple resides  in  Pullman,  Wash. 

BORN  TO 

Dennis  and  Donna  Hans  Setzer 

of  Concord,  a  son,  Dennis  Lee  iy 
on  March  10.  Dennis  has  a  sister, 
Hannah. 

1991 

Natalie  R.  Wood  of  Newton,  is 
now  employed  with  the  N.C. 
license  plate  agency.    • 

Kara  Presnell  of  Lenoir,  has  re- 
ceived a  Rotary  International  Club 
scholarship  to  study  abroad  for  one 
year  in  Australia.  She  will  leave  Jan- 
uary 1998  to  study  journalism. 

MARRIED 

Sarah  Anne  Beamer  and  Josh 
McKinley  Nixon  on  April  12. 
Sarah  is  a  first-grade  teacher  at 
Cedar  Ridge  Elementary  School. 
Josh  is  self-employed. 

Jack  Edmund  DeRochi  and  Jen- 
nifer Anne  Watson  on  April  19. 
Jack  is  with  First  Union  National 
Bank.  Jennifer  is  employed  by 
First  Union  Capital  Markets  Corp. 
The  couple  lives  in  Charlotte. 

Lisa  Kay  Beaty  and  Kevin  Roy 
Coley  on  April  26.  Lisa  is  em- 
ployed as  a  program  manager 
with  Heat-Cool  Specialties  in 
Charlotte.  Kevin  is  sales  manager 
with  Yunker  Heating  and  Air  in 
Brevard.  The  couple  resides  in 
Horseshoe. 

BORN  TO 

Wayne  and  Arlene  Dengel  II  of 
North  Port,  Fla.,  a  daughter,  Jen- 
nifer Suzanne,  on  March  31.  She 
joins  brother,  Jeremy  Alexander. 
Wayne  is  employed  as  a  comput- 
er engineer  by  Octel  in  Sarasota. 

1992 

5-Year  Reunion,  Oct.  17-18 
during  Homecoming 

Michael  McGhinnis  of  Acworth, 
Ga.,  has  joined  TSA  the  Leader's 
Edge  in  Charlotte  as  an  account 
manager. 

Donna  Johnson  of  Hickory,  was 
selected  to  be  the  1998  Burke 
County  Teacher  of  the  Year. 

Amy  Taylor  Ward  of  Greenville, 
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Tenn.,  is  the  director  of  career 
and  academic  support  services  at 
Tusculum  College. 

MARRIED 

Amelia  Bumgarner  and  Chris 
Jordan  on  March  15.  Amelia 
received  an  M.S.  degree  in  Reha- 
bilitation and  Substance  Abuse 
Counseling  from  Eastern  Caroli- 
na University.  She  is  now  a  certi- 
fied rehabilition  counselor  and  a 
licensed  professional  counselor. 
Chris  is  employed  as  a  tool  and 
dye  maker  and  a  musician.  They 
are  both  certified  advanced  scuba 
divers  and  live  in  Asheville. 

Jerri  Alice  Baker  and  Jason  Leon 
Carter  on  March  15.  Jerri  is  a 
first-grade  teacher  at  Thornton 
Elementary  School.  Jason  is 
Fieldcrest  Cannon  operations 
manager  of  the  decorative  bath 
division  in  Kannapolis.  The  cou- 
ple lives  in  Conover. 

Michael  Lee  Propst  and  Jennifer 
Elizabeth  Cobb  on  April  19. 
Michael  works  at  Freedom  High 
School  and  Jennifer  is  with 
Henredon  Furniture.  They  make 
their  home  in  Morganton. 

BORN  TO 

Brian  and  Stephanie  Edgerton 

Dean  of  High  Point,  a  daughter, 
Kelsy  Tai,  on  Dec.  20.  Stephanie 
is  a  contract  administrator  for 
Sara  Lee  Knit  Products. 


R.  Kevin  and  Lisa  Diane  Barn- 
house  of  Chester,  Va.,  a  daughter, 
Ashley  Kaitlyn,  on  Jan.  27.  Ash- 
ley joins  brother,  Christopher, 
14,  and  sister,  Megan,  2.  Kevin  is 
employed  by  Philip  Morris  USA- 
Machine  Design  as  a  mechanical 
engineer. 

Michelle  McCall  and  David  Alan 

Fox  '90  of  Taylorsville,  a  son,  Alex- 
ander McNair,  on  May  19.  Michelle 
is  a  kindergarten  teacher.  David  is  a 
business  planner  at  Siecor. 

Brian  and  Cindy  Jenkins  Killian 

of  Taylorsville,  a  daughter,  Emily 
Kathryn,  on  Feb.  9. 

1993 

Jennifer  Pharo  of  Palm  City,  Fla., 
graduated  from  physical  therapy 
assistant  school  and  is  employed 
at  a  PTA  sports  medicine  clinic  in 
Port  St.  Lucie,  Fla.  She  has  been 
accepted  into  graduate  school  at 
Florida  Atlantic  University. 

Holly  Harrison  Thomason  of  Las 

Colinas,  Texas,  has  been  promot- 
ed to  marketing  specialist  for 
Siecors  hardware  and  equipment 
division  which  will  require  a 
move  to  Keller,  Texas. 

MARRIED 

Barbara  Hoy  and  Davis  Rowell 
on  Dec.  28.  Barbara  is  a  student 
at  Lutheran  Theological  Southern 
Seminary.  Davis  is  employed  by 


Image  Printing  in  Camden,  S.C., 
as  a  typesetter.  They  reside  in 
Columbia. 

Amy  Ryckman  and  James  Cappel- 
mann  on  March  8.  Amy  is  an  art 
teacher  and  James  is  in  the  Navy. 
The  couple  makes  their  home  in 
Palm  Bay  Fla. 

Alison  Peurifoy  and  Ted  Hum- 
berger  of  Concord  on  March  1 . 
Alison  is  employed  by  the  Cabar- 
rus County  School  System.  Ted  is 
employed  by  American  Golf. 

Down  league  White  and  Brian 
Padraig  Decker  on  March  22. 
Dawn  is  employed  by  Mecklen- 
burg County  Health  Dept.  Brian 
is  employed  by  Midtown  Sun- 
dries and  is  a  partner  in  Ann  Ford 
Designs.  The  couple  makes  their 
home  in  Charlotte. 

Tom  Prevatt  and  Jenny  Capps  '95 

on  June  7.  Tom  is  an  L-R  admis- 
sions counselor  and  Jenny  recent- 
ly completed  her  M.S.W.  degree  at 
the  University  of  South  Carolina. 

BORN  TO 

Mike  and  Leigh  Bateman  Beal  of 

Mt.  Airy,  a  daughter,  Catherine 
Elizabeth,  on  Dec.  9. 

Lt.  William  Patrick  and  Cathy 
Herman  Carroll  of  Jacksonville, 
N.C.,  a  daughter,  Maura  Elizabeth, 
on  March  5.  William  is  in  the 


Marines  and  Cathy  is  a  teacher. 

1994 

Connie  Bertolet  Hoyle  of  Hamil- 
ton, N.J.,  is  retiring  from  teaching 
special  education  to  serve  as  vol- 
unteer missionary  in  Martin,  Ky, 
teaching  adult  literacy  for  a  year. 

Julia  Crohn  Allen  of  Hickory  is 
director  of  development  for  the 
Catawba  Valley  Area  Girl  Scout 
Council  in  Hickory. 

Larry  Gragg  of  Lenoir  successful- 
ly completed  the  N.C.  Uniform 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
Examination.  He  is  employed  in 
the  Hickory  office  of  Deloitte  & 
Touche  LLP 

MARRIED 

Dale  Shannon  Coxe  and  Jeffrey 
John  Stickney  on  May  3.  Jeffrey  is 
employed  as  credit  manager  by 
K&M  Tire.  Dale  is  employed  by 
National  Association  of  Profes- 
sional Baseball  Leagues  as  assis- 
tant director  of  marketing.  They 
reside  in  St.  Petersburg. 

Sonya  Cook  and  Neil  Blanken- 
ship  on  April  12.  Both  teach  RE. 
and  coach  for  Swain  County 
schools.  The  couple  resides  in 
Bryson  City. 

Beth  Shepherd  and  Aaron  Rinehart 
on  June  29,  1996.  Beth  is  an  actuary 
with  Monumental  Life  Insurance. 
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Aaron  is  a  recruiter  for  CPSI,  Inc.,  in 
computer  information  technologies 
The  couple  recently  bought 
their  first  home  in  Baltimore. 

Elizabeth  Arnett  and  Michael  D. 
Seymour  on  Oct.  26.  Elizabeth 
is  an  ICU  staff  nurse.  Michael 
received  a  masters  in  library  and 
information  studies  from  UNC- 
Greensboro  in  May.  They  reside  in 
Lexington  and  are  proud  owners  of 
a  Shetland  sheep  dog. 

Marty  Shea  Nichob  and  Julie 
Lynn  Hay  '95  on  April  26.  Marty  is 
employed  as  a  right-of-way  nego- 
tiator for  the  N.C.  Dept.  of  Trans- 
portation in  Wilkesboro.  Julie  is 
with  GAC  Fitness  Today.  They 
make  their  home  in  Wilkesboro. 

Jennifer  Lowing  Lineberger  and 

William  Monroe  Lovelace  III  on 
May  31.  Jennifer  is  a  counseor 
with  Burke  County  Schools. 
William  is  employed  by  Western 
Fork  Lift  as  a  customer  sales  and 
service  representative.  Their  home 
address  is  Hudson. 

Tonya  Kesler  and  Paul  "Gene" 
Britain  '79  on  June  7.  She  is  a 
music  teacher  at  East  Burke 
Middle  School,  and  he  is  a  cost 
accountant  for  American  &  Efird 
in  Mt.  Holly.  They  live  in  Conover. 

1995 

Ken  Hartley  of  Granite  Falls  is 
knitting  manager  of  Neuville 
Industries,  Hildebran. 

JeffOberg  has  relocated  to  Knox- 
ville  and  is  attending  grad  school  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  study- 
ing mass  communications. 

Holly  Seibert  of  Hickory  is  a 
teacher  at  St.  Stephens  High 
School  and  is  coach  of  the  JV 
cheerleading  squad. 

Jennifer  Lynn  Thompson  graduat- 
ed from  the  Moses  Cone  School 
of  Medical  Technology  in  Greens- 
boro on  July  1 1 .  She  now  works 
at  Wilkes  Regional  Medical  Cen- 
ter and  lives  in  Wilkesboro. 

Sally  Waltz  is  a  general  ledger 
accountant  at  Dorsey  &  Whitney 
LLP,  a  Minneapolis  law  firm  and 
resides  in  Eden  Prairie,  Minn. 

Katrina  Schiefer  of  Columbia 
received  an  M.S.W  degree  from 
the  University  of  South  Carolina. 


MARRIED 

Leigh-Anne  Jones  and  Jeffrey 
Don  Boggs  '94  on  April  5.  Leigh- 
Anne  attends  Southwestern  Com- 
munity College  in  Sylva,  where 
she  is  enrolled  in  the  physical 
therapy  assistant  program.  Jeffrey 
is  employed  by  the  Hickory  Fire 
Department.  They  live  in  Sylva. 

Kathryn  Crook  and  Chris  Duncan 

'94  on  Aug.  12,  1995.  Kathryn  is 
a  rehabilitation  counselor  and 
Chris  is  with  MJ  Enterprises.  The 
couple  resides  in  Gadsden,  Ala. 

Amanda  Gail  Clay  and  Kurt  Mar- 
tin Williams  on  April  5.  The  new- 
lyweds  now  live  in  Granite  Falls. 

Shannon  Roxanne  Erxin  and 
Robert  William  Sigmon  '90  on 

May  3.  Shannon  and  Robert  are 
employed  with  Catawba  County 
schools  and  live  in  Claremont. 

Amy  Josephine  Holbrook  and 
George  Edward  Smith  II  on  March 
22.  Amy  is  employed  at  Tuttle 
Middle  School,  Maiden.  George  is 
employed  by  Catawba  Orthopaedic 
Specialists  in  Newton.  The  couple 
lives  in  Lincolnton. 

Ross  Campbell  Jr.  and  Holly 
Schneider  on  April  19.  Ross 
received  a  masters  from  the 
University  of  South  Carolina  in 
December  and  is  employed  with 
Wachovia  in  commercial  real 
estate.  Holly  also  received  her 
master's  from  USC.  The  couple  is 
living  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.C. 

1996 

Heather  Brengle  of  Hickory,  was 


named  Sallie  Mae  First  Year  Teacher 
of  the  Year  in  Burke  County 

MARRIED 

Charles  E.  Church  and  Robin 
Denise  Canterbury  on  April  19. 
Charles  is  employed  with  Rink  & 
Robinson  CPAs  in  Hickory.  Robin 
is  employed  with  Robbins  & 
Hamby,  PA.  Attorneys  in  Granite 
Falls.  Their  home  is  in  Hudson. 

Amie  Johnson  and  Harlan  Little 

'95  on  May  3 1 .  Amie  is  employed 
as  an  RN  at  Frye  Regional  Medical 
Center.  Harlan  is  a  financial  repre- 
sentative employed  by  American 
General  Finance.  They  are  making 
their  home  in  Granite  Falls. 

Jennifer  Ann  Bumgarner  and 

Jonathan  Phillip  Moser  on  May 
17.  Jennifer  is  employed  at  Hick- 
ory Internal  Medicine,  Hyperten- 
sion and  Renal  Associates. 
Jonathan  is  employed  by  Hanes 
Converting  of  Conover.  They 
reside  in  Claremont. 

Carlynjaye  Bradley  and  Ben- 
jamin Randolph  Canady  on  May 
17.  They  live  in  Durham. 

Stacey  Hill  '97  and  Douglas 
Starnes  on  June  14.  Stacey  is 
employed  by  St.  Vincent's  Medical 
Center  as  an  RN  for  the  telemetry 
unit.  He  is  employed  by  Comput- 
er Management  Sciences  Inc.  as  a 
systems  analyst. 

1997 

Donna  Fleming  and  husband, 
Howard,  spent  two  weeks  on  a 
mission  trip  to  Bolivia  before  she 
began  her  position  as  an  RN  in 
the  labor  and  delivery  unit  of  Frye 
Regional  Medical  Center.  Howard 


Outstanding  alumni 

Honored  by  Lenoir-Rhyne  College 
April  26  were  (from  left)  Rick 
Barnes,  head  basketball  coach  of 
Clemson  University,  Distinguished 
Alumnus  of  1997;  Julie  K  Huff- 
man ofHichoiy  Brands  in  Hickoiy, 
Service  to  the  Alumni  Association 
Award;  Ray  Strunk  of  Newton, 
L-R  Centennial  Professor  of 
Business,  Service  to  the  College 
Award;  and  Andrea  T.  Benfield 
of  Newton,  recently  retired  from 
Catawba  County  Social  Ser- 
vices, Service  to  the  Communi- 
ty Award.  The  presentations 
were  made  during  Alumni 
Weekend. 

was  ordained  an  elder  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  June  8  and  is 
associate  minister  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hickory. 

In  Memoriam 

Lucille  Bumgarner  Whisnant  '25 

of  Hickory  on  June  20. 

Carrie  Edna  Sorrels  '25 

of  Cherryville  on  April  7. 

Bernice  Miller  Smyre  '27 

of  Claremont  on  April  3. 

Mildred  Eargle  Aderholdt  '30 

of  Stuart,  Fla.  on  Jan.  14. 

Fletcher  D.  Sain  31 

of  Rocky  Mount  on  Jan.  18. 

Elizabeth  Moretz  Vpgren  '31 

of  Advance  on  June  18. 

Harry  McCullough  Arndt  '32 

of  Hickory  on  April  14. 

Charles  Dennis  Ellis  '38 

of  Maiden  on  Nov.  20. 

Jane  Gill  Greenlee  '40 

of  Marion  on  June  4. 

Rachel  Wilson  Freu  '40 

of  Cadiz,  Ohio  on  June  3. 

Mary  Self  Fritz  '43 

of  Hickory  on  Jan.  20. 

Pauline  Malone  Ellis  '43 

of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  on  March  9. 

Ellen  League  Sisk  '44 

of  Bessemer  City  on  Feb.  22. 

Jasper  Terrell  McCaslin  '49 

of  Huntersville  on  Feb.  22. 

Martha  Ray  Rhyme  Trudnak  '52 

of  Dallas  on  April  22. 

Harold  Dixon  Herman  '54 

of  Hickory  on  March  31. 

Bobby  Hugh  Bumgarner  '55 

of  Granite  Falls  on  May  1. 

Stanley  Augustus  Wilson  '55 

of  Hudson  on  April  18. 

Mary  McCarley  Sigmon  '56 

of  Cary  on  Oct.  2,  1996. 

Paul  Morris  Short  '62 

of  Ellenboro  on  May  19. 

Dennis  Randolph  "Randy" 

Arney  '65 

of  Matthews  on  Feb.  4.  □ 
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CALENDAR 


Special  Events/Lectures 

August 

23-24    New  Student  Orientation 

26  Classes  begin 

29         Opening  Convocation 

September 

4  Center  for  Theology  Colloquium 

19  Board  of  Visitors  30th  Anniversary  Reception- 
President's  Home 

20  Board  of  Visitors  meeting 

27  Lutheran  Youth  Day 

October 

23-26    Fall  Break 
17-18    Homecoming 


Music/Arts 

September 


7  Faculty  Recital — Dr.  Daniel  Kiser,  trumpet  & 

Joanne  Inkman,  pianist 

10  Visiting  Writers  Series — Jill  McCorkle 

1 1  Visiting  Writers  Series — Billy  Collins 
Visiting  Writers  Series — Paul  Muldoon 

October 

i  Music  lecture/recital — Donald  Bursarow 

1 1  Concert — Jeffrey  Biegel,  pianist,  with  Western 

Piedmont  Symphony 

31  Music  lecture — Dr.  Lawrence  Lohr 


Alumni  Activities/Sports 

August 

30  Burlington  &  Greensboro  Chapter 

Pre-Game  Rally 

L-R  football  vs.  Elon,  away 

September 

13  L-R  football  vs.  Livingstone,  home 

14  Columbia  Chapter  Family  Outing/Shrimpfest 
20  L-R  football  vs.  Shepherd,  home 

26-27    L-R  Family  Weekend 
Lutheran  Youth  Day 
27  L-R  football  vs.  Presbyterian,  home 

October 

11  L-R  football  vs.  Gardner- Webb,  away 

Shelby  Chapter  Pre-Game  Rally 
18  HOMECOMING 

L-R  football  vs.  Wingate,  home 

25  L-R  football  vs.  Newberry,  away 

Columbia/Greenville-Spartanburg  Chapters 
Pre-Game  Rally 


Drama/Films 

July 

31  Summer  Theatre  Performance — 

"The  Hasty  Heart" 

August 

1-2         Summer  Theatre  performance — 
"The  Hasty  Heart" 

7-9        Summer  Theatre  performance — 
"The  Hasty  Heart" 

17  Cinematheque  Film  Series 

September 

23  Cinematheque  Film  Series 

October 

21  Cinematheque  Film  Series 

For  more  information,  call  the  Public  Relations  Office 
(704)328-7173. 

For  more  information  on  athletic  events,  call  Sports 
Information  at  (704)  328-7174.  Dates  and  times  subject 
to  change  without  notice. 
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CELEBRATE! 


Announcing  Annual  Fund  Leadership  For  1997-98 


National  Chair: 

Lib  Cromer  Carswell  '55 

Parents'  Fund: 

Patricia  Hope,  parent  of  Angela  '98 

Faculty/Staff: 

Dr.  Suzanne  Jeffers  and 
Hilda  Bumgardner 

Business  Council: 

David  Moore  76  and  Dale  Hall 

Board  of  Trustees: 

Charles  Dixon 

Board  of  Visitors: 

Tom  Davis 

Alumni  Association: 

Thomas  Cloninger  75 

Senior  Class: 

Chris  Campbell  '98 


Phonathon  Begins  September  1  6 

Students  will  kick  off  the  phone  campaign 
for  1997-98  on  Sept.  16  with  calls  to  alumni, 
friends  and  parents. 


For  More  Information 

Please  contact  Eric  Childers  '95  in  the  Annu- 
al Fund  Office  at  704-328-7345,  at  PO.  Box 
7150,  Hickory,  NC  28603  or  by  e-mail  at 
childers  es@lrc.edu 


Lenoir-Rhyne  set  an  all-time  Annu- 
al Fund  record  of  $563,537  in  unre- 
stricted gifts  this  year! 

Thanks  to  the  loyal  support  of 
alumni,  friends,  parents,  faculty, 
staff,  local  businesses  and  students 
who  helped  with  the  phonathons, 
we  not  only  set  an  all-time  high,  but 
increased  alumni  participation, 
moving  us  up  five  percentage  points 
to  21%,  a  number  that's  crucial  to 
attract  funds  from  foundations' and 
other  granting  institutions. 

In  appreciation  to  the  many  con- 
tributors to  the  Annual  Fund,  all 
1996-97  donors  are  invited  to  the 
pre-game  barbecue  at  Homecoming, 
Oct.  18  sponsored  by  the  Alumni 
Association.  Join  us  as  we  convert 
the  tennis  courts  to  temporary  pic- 
nic grounds.  Hope  to  see  you  there! 


What's  Next? 


While  this  past  year  set  records, 
there's  still  so  much  more  to  do. 
This  year,  the  unrestricted  Annual 
Fund  goal  is  an  ambitious  one — 
$575,000,  with  25%  alumni  parti- 
cipation. To  achieve  these  goals  and 
maintain  the  excellence  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  we  do  need  your  support. 
Consider  making  your  gift  now. 
Veteran  supporters,  would  you 
consider  a  small  increase?  New 
donors,  any  amount  is  significant 
and  meaningful  to  the  college.  It's 
never  too  late  to  make  your  first 
gift  to  L-R.  See  the  enclosed  envelope 
for  details. 


